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Paper–13 (A-1) : Economics of Gender and Development 
 
Unit-I : Introduction to Gender Studies and Demographic Aspects 
 
Importance and concepts of women studies – Women in patriarchal and 
matriarchal societies and structures, patrilineal and matrilineal systems and 
relevance to present day society in India; Economic basis and functioning of 
patriarchy in developed and LDCs, particularly India; Gender bias in the 
theories of value, distribution, and population. 
 
Demography of female population: Age structure, mortality rates, and sex ratio 
– Causes of declining sex ratios and fertility rates in LDCs and particularly 
India – Theories and measurement of fertility and its control; Women and their 
access to nutrition, health, education, and social and community resources, 
and their impact on female mortality and fertility, economic status, and in work 
participation rate. 
 
Unit-II : Conceptualization of Women’s Work 
 
Concept and analysis of women’s work: Valuation of productive and 
unproductive work; visible and invisible work; paid and unpaid work; 
economically productive and socially productive work – Economic status, 
private property, and participation of women in pre-industrial and industrial 
societies – Female contribution to National Income. 
 
Unit-III : Women and Labour Markets 
 
Factors affecting female entry in labour market; Supply and demand for female 
labour in developed and developing countries, particularly India; Studies of 
female work participation in agriculture, non-agricultural rural activities, 
informal sector, cottage and small-scale industries, organized industry, and 
services sector; Wage differentials in female activities; Determinants of wage 
differentials; gender, education, skill, productivity, efficiency, opportunity; 
Structures of wages across regions and economic sectors.  Issues of 
marginalisation and discrimination against women. 
 
Unit-IV : Women, Technology and Environment 
 
Impact of technological development and modernization on women’s work 
participation in general and in various sectors such as agriculture, non-
agriculture rural activities, small and cottage industries and organized industry 
– Female activities and ecological and environmental concerns: the two way 
relationship – Role of new technologies for helping women – Provision of 
information and training for simple harvesting of economic services. 
 
  



Unit-V : Gender Planning, Development Policies and Governance 
 
Gender and development indices; Gender Development Index (GDI) and Gender 
Empowerment Measure (GEM); Mainstreaming gender into development 
policies; Gender-planning techniques; Gender sensitive governance; Paradigm 
shifts from women’s well being to women’s empowerment; Democratic 
decentralization (panchayats) and women’s empowerment in India. 
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