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Paper – IV  Colonialism & Independent India 

 
I. a. Colonialism and Nationalism  

Colonial Structure: Colonial state – stages of colonisalism – colonialism in India 
:East India Company and Mercantilist colonialism 1751 – 1813. 
“Free Trade” Imperialism 1813 – 1858. Imperialist re-assertion and Finance 
Imperialism, 1858 – 1947. 
 

 b. Mechanics of Imperial Legitimization: 
Introduction and Nature of Popular Representation, 1858 – 1919. 
Extension of popular Representation in Government -1919 – 1947. 
 

II. EARLY NATIONALISM 1870 – 1917 
Different approaches to study of Indian nationalism – Polygari Rebellion in Tamil 
Nadu, 1799 – 1801 – Vellore Munity, 1806 – Revolt of 1857 – Tribal movements: 
phadke – Moplahs – Deccan Riots  - Pabna  - Political associations and the emergence 
of the Congress – Ideology and Programme of the Congress : 1885 to 1905 to 1916 – 
The role of Tamil Nadu in National Movement : Early Nationalism and Swadeshi 
Movement – Home Rule.  
 

III. GANDHIAN ERA 

Mass Nationalism : Emergence, nature and phase of Gandhian Nationalism, 1917 – 
1942 : Champaran, Kheda, Ahmedabad – Khilafat and Non-Co-operation Movement – 
Swarajists – Vaikom Satayagraha – Simon Commission – Nehru Report – Civil – 
Disobedience – Round Table Conferences. 

 
IV PARTITION  

Congress and labour – Congress and Kisans  - States peoples movement –The Left in 
the Congress – The Tripuri Congress 1939 – 1942 – The Muslim League and demand 
for Pakistan – Quit India – INA – Communists and People’s War – 1945 – 1946 – INA 
Trials  - RIN Mutiny – 1946 – Communal Holocaust – Calcutta, Noakhali, Bijhar, 
Punjab – Integration of States.  
 

V. INDEPENDENT INDIA  
India since 1947 : Indian Constitution – Integration of States – States  Reorganisation 
Commission – Jawaharlal Nehru – Lal Bahadur Sastri  - Indira Gandhi – Emergency – 
Janata Government  - Internal crises : Punjab, Kashmir, Assam – Five Year Plans and 
Economic development – Educational changes – Mandal Commission – Developments 
in Science and Technology.  
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