
Subject Code : P8PHE1 
 

SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY 
 
Unit 1:  
 
Meaning – Nature and Scope – Its Relationship with Other Sciences – Sociology, 
Ethics and Politics – The Need for Social Philosophy. 
 
Unit 2:  
 
Social Institutions – Marriage and Family – Social Functions – The Concept of 
Svadharma and Varna Dharma – Guna – Karma – Caste. 
 
Unit 3:  
 
State as a Social Institution: 
a)  Theories of the Origin of the State 
b)  Nature and Forms of State 
c)  Nation, State and Government 
d)  Nature and Functions of Responsible Government 
e)  State and the Individual – Their Relationship 
 
Unit 4:  
 
Society and Values 
a) Social and Political Values 
b) Social Good – Social Justice – Liberty – Equality and Fraternity 
c) Ethical, Spiritual and Religious Values 
 
Unit 5:  
 
International Morality – International Law – International Conflict and 
Cooperation – World Community – World State – UNO – Need for Ethical 
Solutions to Social Problems. 
 
BOOKS FOR REFERENCE: 
 

1. Appadorai, A., The Substance of Politics, Oxford University Press, Madras, 
1975. 

2. Barker, E., Principles of Social and Political Theory 
3. Baskaran, G., Social Philosophy (Tamil), Tamil University Publications, 

Thanjavur 
4. Ellwood, A History of Social Philosophy 
5. Gopalan, S., The Hindu Philosophy of Social Construction 
6. Gupta, R.C., Great Political Thinkers 
7. Mackenzie,J.S., An Outline of Social Philosophy 
8. Sabine, History of Political Theory. 


