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ORNAMENTAL FISH CULTURE 

 
UNIT – I 

Importance and scope of ornamental fish culture - Economics.  Commercial value and 
potential, trends in ornamental fish farming in the world and in India.  Taxonomy of 
important freshwater and marine ornamental fish-indigenous and exotic species. 
 
UNIT – II 

Popular ornamental fishes:  Beta, Colisa, Macropodus, Trichogaster leeri, T. italics  
microlepis, Zebra fish. 
Gold fish varieties:  Koi, Puntius, tetra, Glass fish, cichilids, angel fish, molly, guppy. 
Marine species:  Hippocampus, scat, Basics on biology, habits (sociability and 
aggression) and patterns of reproduction. 
 
UNIT – III 

Mass production of fancy fishes Fish farms:  Preparations for breeding – breeding 
behaviour of chosen fishes:  carp, fighter fish – induced breeding – food and feeding – 
live feeds:  rotifers, tubifex, artificial feeds. 
 
UNIT – IV 

Aquarium design, Construction and preparation:  size, shape, substrate, ornamental 
aquatic plants.  Construction and functions of Biofilters; aerators – accessories for fish 
tanks – hood and light, nets, suction tube and maintenance of water quality:  
controlling ammonia build up, pH, feeding regimes. 
 
UNIT – V 

Disease management:  Common bacterial, viral fungal, protozoan and crustacean 
infections.  Their treatment and control. 
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