Subject Code : SRJ1:11
VERMICULTURE

Unit I 20 Hrs

Earthworms - historical aspects - outline -classification - features of
Eudrilidate, Megascoliadae, Lumbricidate — ecological classification — epigeic,
anecic and endogeic forms; Human feeders, humus farmers; leaf molde, topsoil
and subsoil types.

Unit II 15 Hrs
Physical, chemical and biological changes brought by earthworm in soil —
burrows — drilosphere — earthworm casts.

Unit III 20 Hrs
Optimal conditions for vermiculture — temperature, moisture, pH, soil type,
organic matter, protection from sunlight, rain, predators — food preference.
Unit IV 20 Hrs
Biology of Lampito mauritii — Penionyx excavatus — reproductive system - life
cycle — growth rate — culture practices — home — school — industries.

Unit V 15 Hrs
Composting — Vermi composting — required conditions — methods — advantages.
Role of earthworm as biological controlling agent.
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