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Books Published : 
 
 
 
SELECTED POEMS OF BHARATHIDASAN 

 
(Ed.) Dr. M. Ramalingam  
 
As a part of the centenary programmes of Poet Bharathidasan in 1991, 

Bharathidasan University brought out this translation of some of the 

poems of Bharathidasan. A special feature of this translation is that the 

Tamil and English versions of the poems are selected and translated by 

a team of experts in translation. Some of the translators are: Dr. K. 

Chellppan, Thiru. M.S. Venkatachalam, Dr. Prema Nandakumar, Dr. R. 

Ganapathi, Dr. P. marudhanayakam, Dr. Nirmal Selvamoni, Thiru. T.N. 

Ramachandran. Now the university has brought out the 2nd edition. 
 
 
 
POPULAR POEMS OF BHARATHIDASAN  
 
M.S. Venkatachalam 

 

A special note about this translation “If Thiru M.S. Venkatachalam has 

been remarkably successful in translating effectively a few of the best 

poems of Pavender into English, it is because the translator is in the 

same wavelength of the poet. The present English rendition has 

covered the first three longer poems including two verse-play and a 

number of Popular Poems of Bharathidasan from Vol.I. 
 
 
 
 
THAT KISS MOST UNEXPECTED  
 
M.S. Venkatachalam 

 
This is a humble translation of Pavendar Bharathidasan‟ s Ethirpârâtha 

Muththam. Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi, in his preface has brought 

laurels particularly to this piece of work by Bharathidasan as “of his 

many poetic contributions the „Unexpected Kiss‟  may perhaps be 

considered as a love classic on par with Shakespeare‟ s Romeo and 

Juliet. The present English version of Bharathidasan‟ s “Unexpected 

Kiss” by M.S. Venkatachalam is a step in the right direction”. 
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A LUMINOUS HOME 

 
M.S. Venkatachalam 

 
All the 5 parts of Pavendar Bharathidasan‟ s Kudumba Vilakku. i.e., (1) 

A Day‟ s Events, (2) Hospitality, (3) Wedding, (4) Begetting children, 

(5) Lasting Love of the Aged Pair are rendered in English in lucid style.  
 
 
 
 

 

PANDYAN’S GIFT 

 
M.S. Venkatachalam 

 
Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi in his foreword has attested the depth 
and dexterity of the translator as keeping the original spirit of the poem.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

A LUMINOUS HOME AND A DISMAL HOUSE 

 
M.S. Venkatachalam 

 
The twin poems of contrast livings, portray the importance of education 
of women for a good and happy domestic life and the miserable position 
of a family which lacks education. 
 
 
 
 

 

LOVE OR DUTY?  
 
Dr. A. Dakshinamurthy 

 
Dr. A. Dakshinamurthy, Professor of Tamil, became ultimately a 
translator of not only Ancient Sangam Classics, but also of Modern 

Poets like Bharathidasan gifted with a vast literary acumen. The 

translator is more faithful and true to the original. 
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BUBBLES ON THE SEA  
 
Dr. A. Dakshinamurthy 

 
A poetic drama with 38 scenes and 14 characters in which the poet 

skillfully employed many prosodical forms. A beginner of translation 
shall treat this translation as a guide book since the renderings are given 

in original and in English side by side. 
 
 
 
 
THE DAGGER OF TAMIL WOMAN  
 
Dr. A. Dakshinamurthy 

 

This is one of the narrative poems of Poet Bharathidasan about the story 
of village woman Cuppamma, the devoted wife of Timman, a peasant. 

Cuppamma‟ s portrayal in this story reminds us Kannaki, the heroine of 
Cilappatikaram. The translation is in free style, at the same time, true to 

the original. 
 
 
 
 
gy;fiyf;fofk; Nghw;wpa ghujpjhrd;  
 
nrd;idg; gy;fiyf;fofj; jkpo; ,yf;fpaj; Jiwapy; eilngw;w 
ghujpjhrd; E}w;whz;L tpohf; fUj;juq;ff; fl;Liufspd; njhFg;G 
,e;E}y;. Kidth; rhiy ,se;jpiuad;> Kidth; rpw;gp 
ghyRg;gpukzpad;> ftpQh; NtoNte;jd;> ftpQh; ,d;Fyhg;> 
ctikf; ftpQh; Rujh> ftpQh; nghd;dbahd;> Kidth; 
rpyk;nghyp nry;yg;gd;> Kidth; ,uh. ,stuR MfpNahhpd; 
fUj;juq;fg; nghopTfs; mlq;fpaJ. ghNte;jhpd; gy;NtW 
ghpkhzq;fisg; gofpNahh; thapyhf vLj;Jf; fhl;Lk; mhpa E}y;. 
 
 

 

ghNte;jh; xU gy;fiyf;fofk;  
 
,e;E}y; ftpQh; KUF Re;juj;jpd; mhpa Kaw;rp ghNte;jh; 
epidTfs; (1979)> mUk;Gfs; nkhl;Lfs;> kyh;fs; (1981)> Fapy; 
$tpf; nfhz;bUf;Fk; (1985)> GJitf; fy;yiwapy; Gjpa kyh;fs; 
(1985) Mfpa ehd;F E}y;fSk; xd;whfr; Nrh;e;J kWgjpg;ghf 
ntspte;Js;sJ. Gul;rpf; ftpQUld; mfef el;Gg; G+z;l ftpQh; 
KUF Re;juj;jpd; ghNte;jiug; gw;wpa mhpa nra;jpfisf; nfhz;l 
KOE}y;. 
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ghNte;jh; ghujpjhrdpd; gok; GJg;ghly;fs;  
 
 
ghNte;jh; ghujpjhrd; vOjpa E}yhf;fk; ngwhj 353 ghly;fs; 
Kjd;Kjyhf mr;rhf;fk; ngw;Ws;sd. gy;NtW epfo;r;rpfspYk;. jkJ 
ez;gh;fs; Fwpj;Jk; jdpg;ghly;fshfTk; thoj;Jg; ghly;fshfTk;> 
vs;sy; ghly;fshfTk;> FWk;Gg; ghly;fshfTk;> „FWk;gh‟  thfTk; 
ifnaOj;Jg; gpujpapy; ,Ue;jitAk;. ehNsLfspYk; fpoik 
,jo;fspy; te;jitAk;. 1904 Kjy; 1964 tiu ghNte;jh; vOjp 
E}yhf;fk; ngwhj gy;Ritg; ghly;fspd; mUikahd njhFg;G 
,e;E}y;.  
 
 
 
 

 
ghNte;jh; ghujpjhrd; jkpo; ,yf;fpa MSik 
 
 
ghNte;jh; ghujpjhrd; jkpo; ,yf;fpa MSik vDk; fUj;juq;fpy; 
gbj;jspf;fg; ngw;w 13 fl;Liufs; E}y; tbtk; ngw;Ws;sd. 
ghNte;jhpd; ,yf;fpag; gpd;Gyk; gw;wp Ez;ikahfTk; gUikahfTk; 
mwpe;J nfhs;s ,e;E}y; Jiz nra;Ak;. 
 
 
 
 
 
ghNte;jh; ghujpjhrd; ghly;fs; 
jiyg;G mfu thpir Kjw;Fwpg;G 
mfuthpir  
 
ghNte;jh; ghly;fspy; vspjpy; ,dq;fhz Kbahj ,lh;ghLfisj; 
jtph;g;gjw;fhf midj;Jg; ghly;fSk; ntspahd ,jo;. Mz;L> E}y;> 
gjpg;G> gf;fq;fs;> jiyg;Gfs; Mfpad gw;wpa tptuq;fs; 
milTfshfj; jug;gl;Ls;sd. xU gilg;ghspapd; gilg;G 
tptuq;fisj; njhFf;f tpUk;GNthUf;F me;newpKiwfisr; 
Rl;bf;fhl;Lk; tz;zk; mhpjpd; Kad;W cUthf;fg;gl;l E}y;. 
 

njhlf;fg;gs;spfspy; jha;nkhop fw;wypd; mtrpak;> nghopj;jpwd; tsu;f;Fk; 

KiwfSk;: 

 midtuhYk; tpUk;gg;gl;L Vw;Wf;nfhs;sg;gl;lJ ek; 

jha;nkhopahFk;. xt;nthU Foe;ijapd; ehtpd; cr;rhpg;gpy; Kjd; 

Kjyhf tuf;$ba thu;j;ij- „mk;kh‟  m – capnuOj;J> k; - 

nka;naOj;J> kh – caph;nka;naOj;J MFk;. ehk; miktUk; 
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jkpo;nkhopapd; jd;ikia czh;e;J kfpo;r;rpNahL gbf;Fk; jpwd;fisAk; mk;nkhopia 

tsh;f;Fk; Kiwfisg; gw;wpAk; Ma;tNj jha;nkhop fw;wypd; mtrpakhFk;. jhia ve;j 

mstpw;F kjpf;fpd;NwhNkh me;j mstpw;F jha;nkhopia kjpj;J gz;Gld; eykhf 

tho;Nthk;. 

 

ghz;bad; ghpR jpwdha;T 

 ghNte;ju; ghujpjhrd; Vw;wkpF jkpo;nkhopahk; vd; 

jha;nkhop rPh;nfl;l epiyapNy ,Uf;Fkplk; njhpahky; ,Ug;gjh? 

vd;W rPw;wk; nfhz;lhu;. ghujpjhrd; ehl;L tpLjiyf;fhTk;. 

nkhopapd; Vw;wj;Jf;fhTk; kpfTk; ghLgl;lhu;. Rakhpahij 

,af;fj;jpy; jd;id KOikahf mh;g;gzpj;Jf; nfhz;lhu;. 

“rQ;rPtp gh;tjj;jpd; rhuYk;> Rakhpahijr; Rlh;” vd;w E}Yk; 

ntspapl;lhu;. “ahuhapUe;jhYk; mtDf;nfd;W Xu; murpay; nfhs;if Ntz;Lk; mjpNy 

jd;id KOikahf <LgLj;jpf;nfhs;s Ntz;Lk;. ehd; mg;gbj;jhd; ,Ue;J tUfpNwd;. 

vd;dhy; murpay; ,y;yhky; ,Uf;f KbahJ” vd;w cWjpNahL ,Wjp %r;R tiu 

murpaiyr; Rthrpj;J khngUk; ftpQuhf tho;e;jtu; Gul;rpf; ftp vd;gij mwpa 

nra;tJ ,e;E}yhFk;. 

 

tpUj;jhry <Rtuh; jpUf;Nfhapy; mikg;G rpwg;Gk;: 

 nghJkf;fs; midtUk; tpUk;gf;$ba> tzq;ff;$baJ 

nja;tq;fs; epiwj;j Nfhapy;fshFk;. jkpoh;fspd; gz;ghL vd;Wk; $l 

mw;Gjkhff; $wyhk;. NfhapYf;Fr; nrd;W nja;tq;fis tzq;Fjy; ek; 

kd ghuk;ghpa fyhr; rhuq;fspy; xd;whFk;. jdf;Fk; kPwpa xU rf;jp 

vd;Wk; $l; $wyhk;. <];tuid topgLtjw;fhf gpuNjh~j;jd;W Mjpypq;fUk; 

mz;zhkiy nul;bahUk; Mw;wpy; ,wq;Fk; NghJ Mw;WePh; ,uz;lhfg; gpse;J 

mth;fSf;F top tpLfpwJ vd;gjd; %yk; ,iwtdpd; rf;jpia mwpa KbfpwJ ,e;E}y;. 
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ngz;zuNr NguuR: 

 jkpohpd; tho;Tk; newpAk;;> njhd;ikahdJ. mjpYk; njd; 

jkpofk; ehl;Lg;gw;Wf;fpwhs; kzk; tPRfpd;wJ. Gz;zpa G+kpahd kJiu 

njhlq;fp fd;dpahFkhp tiuapyhd; njd;khtl;lq;fspy; fijg;ghly;fs; 

toq;fp tUfpd;wd. jkpophpd; tho;tpaiyAk; nja;t ek;gpf;iffisAk;> 

vjhh;j;jq;fisAk;> fpuhk kf;fspd; fw;gidj; jpwidAk; Ritgl ehl;Lg;Gw 

,yf;fpaj;jpd; %yk; njspagLj;JfpwJ ,e;E}y;. 

 

rhh;ngOj;J gbepiy 

 midtupd; tho;f;ifapYk; ,yf;fzk; Kf;fpa gq;F tFfpf;fpwJ. Kjy; E}yhd 

njhy;fhg;gpak; vOj;jpd; mikg;gpidAk;> nrhw;fspd; KiwapidAk;> 

tho;tpd; xOf;f newpfisAk; tFj;Jf; nfhLf;Fk; Xh; mw;Gjkhd E}y; 

njhy;fhg;gpakhFk; rhu;nghOj;Jf;fspd; tiffisAk;> jdpr; 

rpwg;gpidAk;> xypf;Fk; KiwapidAk; vLj;Jf; $Wk; tpjkhf ,e;E}y; 

mike;Js;sJ. 

 

 

 

 

ghujpjhrdpd; rpWfijfs; 

 %lek;gpf;if mopg;G> flTs; kWg;G> ghh;g;gdpa vjpu;g;G> rhjp 

xop;g;G> mbikepiy jfu;g;G Nghd;w vjph;kiw kw;Wk; jkpo;g;gw;W> 

jkpoh; xw;Wik> gFj;jwpT> ngz;Zupik> fhjy; kzk;> fyg;G kzk;> 

kWkzk; Nghd;w Neh;kiwf; $Wfshd Kw;Nghf;F fUj;Jf;fis 

vLj;Jf;$Wk; tpjkhf ,e;E}y; mike;Js;sJ. 
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ghNte;ju; ghujpjhrd; gilg;Gfspy; ngz;zpak; 

 ngz;zhf gpwj;jy; kpfTk; rpwe;jJ> ngz; md;idahf 

kl;Lky;yhky; MrpupahuhfTk;> kidtpahfTk;> kfshfTk; 

jpfo;fpwhs;. ngz;fSf;F Ngr;Rhpik> fy;tp chpik> nrhj;Jhpik 

kz kw;Wk; kWkz chpik Nghd;w midj;J chpikfSk; 

mth;fSf;F toq;fg;gLfpd;wd; vd;w fUj;Jj;ij vjph;g;ghuhj Kj;jk;> 

jkpor;rpapd; fj;jp> mKjty;yp Nghd;wit ngz;ikapd; ngUikfis E}y;fspd; %yk; 

vLj;Jf;$Wk; tpjkhfj; njspTgLj;JfpwJ ,e;E}y;.  

 

 

mk;khtpd; rhjidfs;: rp.gh.Mjpj;jdhh; ehspjo;fspd; 

gq;fspg;G: 

 rp.gh. Mjpj;jdhupd; ehspjo;fspy; gd;Kf Nehf;fpy; mk;kh “ 

mikjpg; G+q;fhtpy; jpdk; G+f;Fk; kynud> Kd;Ndw;wj;jpl;lq;fs; 

fz; ,ikf;Fk; nghOJf;Fs;” vd;w rpwg;gpw;Fr; nrhe;jf;fhuh; flTs; ek;NkhL 

,Uf;ifapy; ekf;F vjpuhf ahh; epw;f KbAk; vd;w ek;gpf;ifia nka;g;gpf;Fk; tifapy; 

ntd;W fhl;b mjpKf kf;fs; gzpapy; KO mu;g;gzpg;NghL tho;e;jtu; vd;gij 

vLj;Jf;fhl;Lk; tpjkhf mike;Js;sJ ,e;E}y;. 

 

ghujpjhrdpd; gd;Kf MSik 

 gd;Kf MSikf; nfhz;l Gul;rpf;ftpQh; ghujpjhrd; ,aw;if> nkhop> czh;T> 

ngz;zpa rpe;jid> nrt;tpay; nry;thf;F> ,irg;Gul;tp> 

Gidf;fijfs;> GJit KuR> tho;tpay;> fy;tp> gFj;jwpTr; 

rpe;jidfs;> ngz;zpa Xg;gPL> rKjhak; Nghd;w gy Nehf;Ffspy; 

fl;Liufs; ,e;E}y; %yk; Muhag;gl;Ls;sd. 
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ghujpjhrd; ehty; 

 GjpaNjhu; cyF nra;Nthk; nfl;l NghhpLk; cyfj;ij 

NtUld; rha;g;Nghk; vd;w ghq;fpw;fpzq;f md;ig tphpT nra;. 

mfz;lkhf;F tprhyg; ghh;itahy; tpOq;F kf;fisg; gw;wpAk; 

ew;Fzj;jpd; kpFjpiag; gw;wpAk; tpsf;FfpwJ. ehd; Iahapu 

tUlj;J kdpjd; vd;w ghujpjhrdpd ehty; (1930) ghujpjhrdpd; 125 Mk; Mz;bw;fhd 

rpwg;G ntspaPl;lhf mike;Js;sJ. 

 

r%fg; Gul;rpahsu;fs; nghpahUk; - ghNte;jUk; 

 Gul;rpahsu; nghpahh;> ngz;zpak;> fy;tpr; rpe;jidfs;> fhyj;jpd; Kd;Ndhb> 

gFj;jwpTf;nfhs;iffs;> fy;tpr; rpe;jidahsu;> gFj;jjpTr;Rlh;> 

ghujpjhrdpd; ,iraKJ Njrpa czh;T Nghd;w 15 jiyg;Gfspd; 

GfopidAk;> Nkd;ikiaAk;> rpe;jidapd; Nghf;FfisAk;> vLj;Jf;$Wk; 

tpjkhf mike;Js;sJ ,e;E}y;. 

 

 

 

nghpahu;> ghujpjhrd; >mz;zh Ma;Tf;Nfhit: 

 nghpahupd; ngz;zpar; rpe;jidfs;> r%fj;jpd; 

epuiyfs;> mz;zhtpd; nkhopeilAk;> nrhy;yhl;rpAk;> 

ghujp;jhrdpd; eifr;Rit> ,aw;ifg; gjpTfs;> nghJTilikr; 

rpe;jidfs;> %lek;gpf;if xopf;fg; gpwe;jts; ngz; 

fw;G+ungl;lfk; vd;nwy;yhk; ngz;ikapd; NkNdhf;Fk; 

rpe;jidfis 13 jiyg;Gfspy; fl;Liuahf vLj;Jf;fhl;Lk; 

tpjkhfj; jfo;fpwJ ,e;E}y;. 
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,d;gj;jkpo;: 

 ghujpjhrdpd; fy;tpr; rpe;jidfs; xUth; ngw;Ws;s 

nry;tq;fSs; vy;yhk; jiyrpwe;j nry;tk; fy;tpr; nry;tkhFk;. “ 

,sikapw; fy; “ vd;w xsitahupd; rpwg;G> ghujpahu;> mz;zh> 

rp.gh. Mjpj;jdhu; Nghd;wth;fspd; fUj;Jf;fis vLj;Jf; 

$WtjhfTk;> “ gphptpiy vq;Fk; Ngjkpy;iy” Nghd;w rpe;jid Cw;Wf;fis njspTg; 

gLj;Jk; tifapy; 17 jiyg;Gfspy; fl;Liwfs; mike;Js;sJ. 

 

ghNte;jUk;> ghz;bad; gupRk; 

 ghNte;jhpd; ghz;bad; gupRk; vd;Wk; njhlupy; mtw;wpd; 

mikg;Gk; cj;jpAk;> khe;ju;fspd; gz;Gfs;> mth;fspd; 

nrhy;yhl;rpaia vLj;Jf; $Wk; tifapy;> fhjy; tho;f;ifapd; 

KOikahd ntspg;ghl;ilAk;> md;gpd; ntspg;ghl;ilAk;> kdj;jpd; 

KOikahd czh;TfisAk; midthpd; md;whl tho;f;ifapd; 

cz;ikj;jd;ikfisAk; tpsf;Fk; tpjkhf ,e;E}ypd; gq;fspg;G 

mike;Js;sJ. 

 

 

Gul;rpf;ftpQH; ghujpjhrd; Gul;rpj;jiyth; mk;Ngj;fh; 

 goq;fhyk; Kjy; ,f;fhyk; tiu kf;fspd; kdjpy; ePq;fh ,lk;ngw;w ftpQH; 

Gul;rpf;ftp ghujpjhrd; Mthu;. kf;fSf;fhf ghLgl;L ngUk; Kaw;rpfis Nkw;nfhz;L 

kf;fspd; ,d;dy;fis jtpu;j;J ntw;wpnfhz;lth; mz;zy; 

mk;Ngj;fh;. kdpj tho;tpd; Kf;fpaj;Jtj;ijAk;> 

jkpo;r;rKjhaj;jpd; Kd;Ndw;wj;ijAk; ikakhff; nfhz;l 

nfhLikfisAk;> kf;;fs; vjph;nfhs;Sk; gytpjukhd kf;fSf;F 

vLj;Jf; $wp mth;fis ntw;wpg;ghijf;Fk; tpj;jpl;lth; mz;zy; 

mk;Ngj;fh;. ,Utupd; rpe;jidfSk; kf;fspd; tho;f;if 

rpe;jidfis ikakhff; nfhz;Nl mikfpd;wd. 
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kfhftp ghujpahUk; jkpoh; je;ij rp.gh. Mjpj;jdhUk; 

 2021k; Mz;L jpdj;je;jp epWtdh; rp.gh. Mjpj;jdhh; mth;fspd; 

epidthf “jpdj;je;jp ,jo; md;Wk; ,d;Wk; - vd;Wk; ghujpahh;” vd;w 

jiyg;Gfspy; Ma;T fl;Liufs; “kfhftp ghujpahUk; jkpo;j; je;ij rp.gh. 

Mjpj;jdhh;” vd;w E}yhf ghujpjhrd; gy;fiyf;fof cauha;T ika 

,af;Fdh; Kidth; m. Nfhtpe;juh[d; njhFj;Js;shh;. 

 


