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Press Release

Celebrates 133rd National Librarian’s Day

In commemoration of the birth anniversary of Dr. S. R. Ranganathan
who is revered as the Father of Library Science in India, the 133rd National
Librarian’s Day was celebrated at Bharathidasan University with great
enthusiasm. The event was jointly organized by the Department of Library and
Information Science, Bharathidasan University, and the National Service
Scheme (NSS).

Honourable Minister for Higher Education Dr. K. V. Seliyan and
Honourable Minister for School Education Mr. Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi
adorned the occasion as special guests. The guests exhorted the students
stressing the need for continuous learning.

Other notable attendees included Mrs. Sundaravalli, Commissioner of
Collegiate Education, Government of Tamil Nadu; Syndicate Members Mr.
Rajesh Kannan and Mr. Sakthi Krishnan; Registrar Dr. Kalidhasan, and
several distinguished guests. The event was coordinated by Dr. R.
Balasubramani, Professor, Department of Library and Information Science.

In his speech, the Minister for School Education Mr. Anbil Mahesh
Poyyamozhi said: “In the past, higher education was accessible only to a few. It
was the privilege for a few upper sections of our society. Under the Dravidian
model of governance, today we have created an environment where students
from all social backgrounds can pursue higher education. In memory of Dr. S.
R. Ranganathan, a library will be established in Sirkazhi with an allocation of
X1.50 crore. Every student should have the habit to read at least once a day.
Both the Minister for Higher Education, Dr. Ko. Vi. Seliyan, and I have the
passion for reading and this is why today we are with the responsibility to
serve as ministers and to speak across the nation.”

Dr. K. V. Seliyan, the Minister for Higher Education commented on the
significant rise in student enrollment into higher education, saying, “Due to the
bolster in the school education system, the number of students enrolling into
higher education has increased drastically. Bharathidasan University has



secured the 36th rank at the national level. Quite a few Universities from Tamil
Nadu have made it into the top 100 across the country. Dr. S. R. Ranganathan
studied at Kumbakonam Government Arts College, the same place I studied in.
Public libraries at the district level unlock a wealth of information and help
students in building their careers.” In this event, on behalf of Bharathidasan
University, awards were presented to outstanding individuals in various
categories. Among them, the S. R. Ranganathan Award was given to
Pudukkottai Gnanalaya Krishnamurthi, the Library Service Award to
Pudukkottai Readers’ Circle President Thangam Moorthi, the Best Public
Librarian Award to retired Tiruchirappalli District Library Officer A. Po.
Sivakumar, and the Best Professor in Library Science Award to retired
Professor P. Ravichandran of Annamalai University. n this event, on behalf of
Bharathidasan University, awards were presented to outstanding individuals in
various categories. Among them, the S. R. Ranganathan Award was given to
Pudukkottai Gnanalaya Krishnamurthi, the Library Service Award to
Pudukkottai Readers’ Circle President Thangam Moorthi, the Best Public
Librarian Award to retired Tiruchirappalli District Library Officer A. Po.
Sivakumar, and the Best Professor in Library Science Award to retired
Professor P. Ravichandran of Annamalai University. In addition, Bharathidasan
University donated books to the Adi Dravidar School in Kattur, Tiruchirappalli.
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