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THAT KISS - MOST UNEXPECTED

(1)

PARAGON OF BEAUTY -
TOWARDS THE WATER TANK

The sun emerged in the east, making the earth
Visible to all! The day dawned!

The doe of the family of Marai Naicken
Of Valliyur, emerged out of their house!

Her blue lily eyes were fixed on the pathway
And slender waist reeled like a creeper!

 Holding a brass water pot by her left arm
. And casually waving her right one

V' She set out like a flower-bearing creeper!
Her colourful silk attire fluttered in the wind!

Her anklets raised a rhythmic sound! Moon-like face
Emitted chillness! Her crimson lips glittered!

While that paragon of beauty moved like a swan,
Like a peacock having colourful feathers

Another girl joined with her as usual —
Punitha is her name! For fetching water

And for taking bath, they both went
Towards the water tank, uttering some words of affinity!
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(2)

POONGOTHAI AMONG THE BATHING
WOMENFOLK

In the water tank situated
At the south of Valliyur village,

Fresh water in abundance! Above the water
There was a flood of faces and eyes!

Their noses resembling the flowers of seasame seed!
And arms floated in the water with grace!

The girls in the still, specular water,
Laughed aloud! rxhibited their delight!

The alluring faces of those beauties
Were a spotless group of moons

Emerging from the blue sky
That resembles a tank full of greenwood growth!

E’en the sun which emerged in the east
Grew bashful of seeing them!

Hence, reluctant to reach the zenith
Hid itself behind a Nochi tree.
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A girl resembling a crystal doll

Gracefully swam in the tank!

Another used to hum a dulcet note
And to make it echo everywhere!

The flower-like palm of a pretty girl
Gently plucked the tender sweet flower,

And put it in her lap!
Another girl of golden hue submerged in the tank.
They spilled water on one another —

Some jumped in the tank from above!

“Catch me!”- some of them challenged —
Then dipped and emerged out somewhere!

Some of them stripped their garments
And spread them in the still water!

Taking some of the alluring flowers there
Those girls stamped their kisses on them!
In the gem-like specular water of the tank

We saw the merger of colourful flowers

With the alluring eyes and mouth
And the charming nose and arms

Of damsels of marvel!
Revelled at that splendid scene,

There we could see no difference
Between those damsels and flowers!
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THAT KISS - MOST UNEXPECTED

Dipping in the tank and filling
Water in their brass pots, covering

Their magnetic mien with drenching garments
Made of glittering golden thread

Using them as a shield against the hot sun,
In groups of twos and threes

They got out of that cool tank
And walked along in the shade of fruit-bearing trees!
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(3)
POONGOTHAI — PONMUDI
Poongothai was coming along with Punitha.
Unexpectedly on the way she met Ponmudi

Who was on his way to purchase pearls!
Even at a distance, she noticed his arrival!

“Is she Poongothai?” — the youth suspected!
Until a year ago both had jointly purchased

All snacks of their choice! Then they enjoyed
Eating them! What a bliss was it then!

“Darling!” —this epithet she used all the time!
Would he ever get severed from his aunt’s daughter?

The enmity of both of their families
He recalled! She too did the same!

He with broad shoulders — the secure branches
Of that parrot — went near her.

Towards that prince of hefty shoulders
That pretty princess went fast.
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“How should I behave as my eyes meet his?”
That damsel thought a while.

Unable to understand, she lifted her face —
Then looked at his lustrous one and bowed down.

The lustre of her eyes grew more! Lips smiled!
Adjusted her garments, though neatly dressed!

“He is my darling”, she introduced to Punitha
Without pointing him out with her finger!

As if'to enjoy the entire beauty of the sky
Ponmudi lifted his face and stealthily

Looked at her charming face and enjoyed!
“Wonderful” he whispered and heaved a sigh!

“Would she too despise me because
Of the bitter relationship ‘tween our families?

Should I renew my relationship with her or not?”
He was worried much, with such questions in his mind!
Face to face he saw her — she too saw him.

Their faces were sorrow-laden first and then
Attained normalcy! And with quivering lips
Their pearl-like teeth they exhibited!

With an added lustre on their faces
And mutually exhibiting their love,

Simultaneously they echoed with choking voice,
“Darling!” “Poongothai!” Both stood wonder-struck!
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Thrilling it was! Punitha went aside
Placed her water pot on the root of a tree

Expressing her weariness in carrying that!

“0, Darling! I surely thought

That you’ve forgotten me!” she said. He in turn
Swiftly hugged her! “Hold me tight!” she asked!

With hands tightly clasping hers, he landed
His lips on hers and sowed a hearty kiss!

As they emotionally embraced each other
They felt a thrill from head to foot!

When they were thus dwelling in a dreamland
That they would be having such a heavenly bliss

Till the very end of the entire world,
They felt it was time for them to bid farewell!

“My life I've offered you! Take it with you!
My body will come with you™, he assured!

“The girls with water pots have come near!
Hence, forget not to come tomorrow!” he said.

Carrying the brass pot the girl began to move!
At every step, she turned back and had a look!

With reddish eyes he gazed at that damsel —
The charm of her gait made him wonder-struck!

“Distance” —a cruel sinner — came in between them!
Their hearts quivered! This is the way of the world!
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(4)
HIS AGONY

That day, he didn’t take his lunch —
Actually he forgot to do so!

That evening he was there in the shop!
But his routine of writing accounts, exchanging pleasantries

With his customers, purchasing pearls
Brought there, after analysing their quality,

Missing not any profitable deal —
All these things he postponed

And decided to do them the next day!
Simply he sat there without uttering a word

Bid farewell to that dull evening
And came home! His father too came!

Both of them sat on the pial
And had a chat that night.

“What was the turn over? Did you examine
The pearls brought for sale? Have you got accounts?”
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The father eagerly enquired.
“No turn over the whole day!” the son replied,

“The business today was very dull —
I don’t know why”. Sadly Mana Naickan said,

“Go there and open the shop tomorrow morning!
I’ll go and finish the deal with Velan!”

“0, Daddy! I'll look after everything
You need not bother!”” Ponmudi pacified.

“Today, it seems, you’ve been duped!
Won’t it be better if I 20?”” — he asked.

“Please, be not reluctant to entrust me the task!
Before noon I shall go and do the job!” the son assured.

“Velan is overdue in supplying pearls!
Apart from that, Solayappan has asked me to meet!

Hence my meeting them tomorrow is a must!
Don’t stand in my way!” the father concluded.

He couldn’t agree! But ne’er had he disagreed!
Nectar he expected from his father!

Meanwhile his mother summoned him to dine!
Sadly he went to consume the ‘poison’.
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(5)
FLOWER-GATHERER, THE MESSENGER

Ere the sun emerged in the east
The flower- gatherer brought flowers.

Approaching him Ponmudi said,
“Sir! You are engaged in the task

Of weaving garlands and supplying them
To each and every home!

Do you supply to the family of Marai Naicken also
Which is dwelling in Mahara Street?

“Marai Naicken’s beloved daughter

Is a girl with peacock-like charm

And with moon-like face! Her eyes
Resemble the blue lily blooms!

Endowed with crescent-like forehead
Her sweet voice is a shower of nectar!

Do you know the damsel I refer?
And if you know her,
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“I"ve got a massage for her!
Would you mind conveying that news

Personally to her so that none knows
Anything that has taken place “tween us?

Come near me and lend me your ears!
Now I make this present of ten sovereigns!

Is it enough?” Ponmudi asked him

In a whispering voice!

“Marai Naicken is your uncle, I know
He has got a daughter, it is sure;

She used to spill a sunny smile
Like the charming spathes of palm trees!

More identifying marks, let me narrate!
Her waist so slender like a tender creeper!

I know her! Even supplied

Flowers to her!” — he replied. Ponmudi said:-

My father and my would-be father-in-law
Are in loggerheads like a cat and a rat!

That girl and myself have merged
Like the body and soul!

[ had agreed to meet her
On her way to the tank

To fetch water! But my father
Has commanded me to go to the shop!
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“Eagerly she would be waiting there
For my arrival — with her eyes fixed on the way!

Would it be fair on my part
To make that slender maid wait

Bearing the weight of a brass water pot?
Hence you kindly go to her,

Calmly explain my predicament
And make her convinced of my sincerity!

“Let her spell out an alternative moment
To meet her in privacy —

Enough will it be for me!
Better you, then, meet me at the shop!

She is always visible to my mind —
But when I try to touch her, she would

Vanish out of my sight! E’en when [ wail
The same is her reaction!
“Evenif longto live

A hundred years in the world

In case I do not meet that damsel
Before the darkness of this night fades away

Where would I be? Would my life be any more?
Suddenly would it go out!

‘Am I to live or die?’— To this question!
Get from her a definite answer!”
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The messenger accepted the assignment.
Then, Ponmudi was fully immersed

In the thought of Poongothai,

A verse-like charming lady!

He recalled her gait with anklet-wearing feet
And sometimes e’en imitated that!

Recalling her scintillating smile

He too used to smile and enjoy!

He rejoiced recalling the incident
Of their hearty hug! Then in the east

The sun emerged breaking the container
Of the blue and roaring ocean!

Since it was dawn
Cows as usual set out

Towards the grazing ground;
Ponmudi went to the shop.
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TOWARDS HER HOUSE IN THE
DEAD NIGHT

Like a water pot with full of blue paint
The earth was black, covered by the darkness of night!

When people were fast asleep like the petals
Of withered flowers, two persons remained awake!

Out of anxiety! Goaded by thoughts about her
Ponmudi got up and walked with soft steps!

Then, opening the gateway of his house
Without making any noise,

He cautiously walked like a blind man
Proceeding during dead night in the dense woods!

Crossing his street, he entered her house
Through the backyard! Then he heard

Her feeble voice resembling the trembling sound
Of the string of a lute! “Darling!” she whispered.

Then he emotionally embraced her.
And caressing her with boundless joy
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Stamped a hearty kiss on her cheek
As if planting a tuber in the sandy earth!

Suddenly Marai Naicken emerged from behind
And caught hold of Ponmudi! She was shocked!

Meanwhile some heartless brutes appeared there
And tied him tight on a Punnai tree!

When Marai Naicken lashed him with a whip

The moon-like face of that peacock touched his feet.

“0, Daddy! Don’t beat him please!” she pleaded —
But, that nectar-like girl was brutally kicked!

Her mother Vanjivadivu who came there
Tried to take her away from that place.

Warding off her mother’s arms, she went near him
And said, “Better you beat me instead!”

With quivering lips and devouring eyes
She covered his body by tightly embracing him!

Marai Naicken’s anger mounted high,
Making the wide world treamble in scare!

Then both were tortured and separated —
Untieing the rope, Ponmudi was driven off.

And Poongothai was taken in! Her father too
Entered the house! As if ashamed of this

The darkness vanished and it was dawn!
“Tears trickled down from her eyes!
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“Earnestly she tried to save me from the danger!
Lo! How bravely she endured all tortures!

What more harm would they cause to her?
Would she become disgusted and commit suicide?

Or would she blame me for all this?”
Thus Ponmudi was much worried about her

Forgetting the affront he had undergone
And walked along with bleeding wounds.
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THE GIRL MET THE FLOWER
GATHERER

For two days, it was a Herculean task
For the flower-gatherer

To meet Poongothai!
Same was her predicament!

When, with her bettle-like eyes
She was vaguely looking out

Through the window, she saw him go
Wearing his sandals!
She coughed! He turned back and saw;

Though she remined inside the window

She quickly waved her hands —
[t was like the petals of lotus blooms

Quivering at the touch of a gentle breeze!
He could gauge that a girl was doing so.

“Take this money and please deliver
This letter to my lord!” she said.
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“Go please! Atonce!” she further sajLM_;;_} H & B ) ¢
And flew from that place. hm-:xﬁf;%mm

In a highly jubilant mood, he asked,
“0, slender girl! Is there any news

To be conveyed to him?”
“Nothing particular now!

Please go out from here! Carefully watched
And guarded I’'m”, she fumbled.

“All right! But one thing I want to know!
Do your father and mother treat you

With love and affection as usual?
Or do they treat you with derision?

Let me know!” he asked. She said
“Quickly move out from here, please!”

“Shall I ask your darling to come
And meet you here?” — again he asked.

Everything I've written in detail.
But quickly you’ve to go! She said.

“If he is not available there
To whom shall I give it?””— he asked.

“To him, please hand over this without fail!
It’s your duty!” the girl insisted

“You need not bother the least!
I shall save you at any cost... then.”
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Further he continued. The girl warned
“My mother might come over here!

Ere that, you should go out from this place!”
Her face expressed a scare.

She then turned back
And trembled under her feet!

“What is wrong in your cheek?”” he asked.
“A wound”, the girl replied.

“A suitable medicine I'll suggest”, he said.
“Well, please move out at once!” she replied.

Again she turned back in fear!
Using his fingers to beckon her

He said, “You’ve to be very cautious!
Itis amust!” The girl then

Exhibited a ﬁlre-like ire on her face
And at last he vanished from her sight.
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(8)
HER LETTER TO HIM

Ponmudi was seated in the shop
Without doing anything worthwhile!

So brightly Poongothai dazzled
In the heart of Ponmudi

Like a streak of lightning!
He was fully immersed

In the thoughts about her! His eyes
Though wide open, didn’t see anything!
The employees were engaged

In doing the business of the shop.

The flower-gatherer rushed there with joy
Of having received a suitable reward

And handed over to him, the letter
Entrusted by that slender maid.

As if a person under the scorching sun
Having jumped in a cool water tank,
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His eyes gladly surveyed the script
And his heart read it with delight!

“The orchard of succulent fruits is there
And here I'm wailing with hunger!

That day they tied you to a Punnai tree
Beat you black and blue

And made you wriggle like a worm!
This made me weep and wail.
“Whenever I see that Punnai tree

My pulse beats are mounting high!

My father has strictly ordered
My mother and the household servants

To carefully watch all my movements!
Under strict surveillance I’ve been put!

My room is just near the street
But I'm a prisoner now!

“0O, Darling! My life is

In your hands! If you forget

I shall die, it is sure!

In the entire world I don’t find
Anything equal to you —in anyway!
It seems to be the popular belief

That the omnipotent Lord which is extolled
By all the scriptures is supreme in the world.
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“All the known philosophers of the world
Affirm that to all the living beings

That force is the supreme bliss!
Day in and day out, we hear this!

Perhaps those persons of eminence
Would not have had the chance

To enjoy a hearty hug or a kiss!
Bashful I’'m to tell you this!

“I'had a dream lastnight!

In the precincts of Kamakshi temple

My father, mother and myself
And some others

Were singing chorus
And worshipping the deity there!

Then you suddenly stood behind me —
What a wonder it was!
“Out of love, my body became hot

Like an iron rod put in a furnace!

My father’s angry stare
Darted at you like a lance!

As loud abuses were launched
More and more persons gathered there!

Then your shoulders came into contact
With those of mine —I was thrilled!
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THE GIRL MET THE FLOWER
GATHERER

For two days, it was a Herculean task
For the flower-gatherer

To meet Poongothai!
Same was her predicament!

When, with her bettle-like eyes
She was vaguely looking out

Through the window, she saw him go
Wearing his sandals!

She coughed! He turned back and saw;
Though she remined inside the window

She quickly waved her hands —
It was like the petals of lotus blooms

Quivering at the touch of a gentle breeze!
He could gauge that a girl was doing so.

“Take this money and please deliver
This letter to my lord!” she said.
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“Did you closely observe the face
Of the flower-gatherer, your messenger?

One and the same cloth he uses to cover
His body and head! Then a towgl

Is tied around his head! In his cffest,
A pendant wherein Shiva Lingam is inscribed.

With a palm-leaf basket hanging
On his shoulder, he comes before the dawn!

“Have you closely observed
His bearded face?

With some soft corner towards me,
Would you mind dressing like him,
O, my darling?

Should I remain near the window

And eagerly wait for you
To have a glance, at least?

“My father and mother are
Always discussing about us.

Still they flex their muscles!
They brag too much, recalling

The incident of tieing you
To the Punnai tree and call it

A sacred task in their life!
So brazen they are!
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“Q, the cool, rippling brook!
Here I'm, endlessly boiling!

Never do I stir outside!
Imprisoned I’'m in my house

' Like a parrot in the cage!
All, the atrocities of my parents!

Please accept this poor girl’s regards!
Your humble Poongothai.”

N.B:- [“Shiva Lingam” is the symbol of Lord Shiva, one of the
Hindu Trinity of Gods.]
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A CHATTER-BOX - IGNORANT
OF INDICATIONS

After going through that letter,
Ponmudi smiled and said,

“Today and now itself, I need
A make-belief beard!

A moustache also I need
Exactly like that of yours!

Bring them at once —
[ will explain afterwards!”
The employees of the shop

Stood near him with folded arms

Intending to ask him something!
Ponmudi was afraid of them

And hence avoided speaking
With the flower-gatherer, a chatter-box

Ignorant of all his indications!
But he again addressed Ponmudi
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“She has become emaciated
Like a thread”. As he said so,

“Medicine should be administered —
Shut up, now!” the youth indicated! Yet

The chatter-box further continued,
“Mental agony is her only disease!”

“No harm to your mother!” — Ponmudi told
As a shield against that blabber.
Turning towards his employees, he asked,

“What for you’re waiting? Please meet me later.”

They all went aside from him.
Again the messenger began to utter,

“Won’these persons be concerned
With the affront against you and the girl?”

“Don’t be blabbering such worthless tales!” —
Ponmudi warned him again.

Then caught hold of his arm

And dragged him to the street

Using all his muscle power.
“Understand my indication first!

Don’t pour words like water from an utensil
When it is turned upside down!

Again the messenger tried to enter the shop
For the purpose of meeting the employees there.
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“Whom are you going to meet there?” —
Ponmudi asked him then;

“Mr. Ponmudi! [ want to explain
That there is no link between

Poongothai and yourself and dispel
All doubts from their minds!”

On hearing this clarification of the messenger
Baffled Ponmudi intercepted.

Then in detail, he explained his mind

So as to make the messenger clearly understand.

He also unfolded him his intention
Of meeting Poongothai, the next moming,

By issuing a stern warning
That if their plan happened to leak out

The outcome would be most disastrous!
Then that messenger moved out.
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(10)
THE GIRL GETS UP BEFORE THE DAWN

“Should the cock be still asleep?
Perhaps the dwellers of this street

Need not know that! Breaking this news
To my mother would do no good! What a dilemma!

There is a drastic change in the character
Of the entire womenfolk! What does it mean?

Least bothered they are in the domestic life!
Is there any harm if they get up before it is dawn?

“If getting up before dawn becomes a legal obligation
By now, I would be in the middle of the street

Waiting for my darling whom I had asked
To come in the guise of the flower-gatherer.

I’'m now under tension! And throughout the night
I’ve remained sleepless! Would anyone

Understand my woeful predicament?”
Thus Poongothai chided the whole world.
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A cock began to crow! It was that girl
Who heard it first! Then got up from her bed!

Carrying a brass utensil with full of water
Like an idol she moved towards the entrance

And opened the door removing the latch.
Spilled water in the courtyard and cleaned it.

A dog began to bark! “Surely it should be
The flower-gatherer clad in white attire!”

She was delighted! Anxiously for him
She waited as if welcoming a festival,

Without changing the direction of her look.
“Is he my darling or that chatter-box messenger?”

She asked herself! As he arrived
Her feet had an urge to dance! But she

Held them under control! Also controlled
Her jubilant mood! “Darling” she then cried.

“Yes!” he said. Then they reached the verandah —
Her mother began to milch the cow.

Like burying a lotus bud in sandalwood paste
He pressed his lips against her cheek and felt

The taste of Tamil verses and succulent fruits!
Heaving a deep sigh, he sucked the nectar!

When his mother-in-law finished milching the cow
He stamped a hearty kiss on the cheek of the girl!
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A pack of flowers, he left there. Poongothai
Entered the house folding her tresses.

“What have you been doing now?” the mother asked
“Using a long rope, I baled out water;

When you were milching the tethered cow
[ spilled water and cleansed the courtyard!

Don’t treat me like a bee-hive and squeeze
Like this!” the girl said and entered the room.
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(11)
TRUTH CAME TRICKLING

“The fate of the beloved son of your master,
Was most pathetic, that night! Lo!

Doubtful it is whether even the soft cotton
Would have undergone such an ordeal”

Irusan told his friend Ponnan thus.
“What?” he asked, out of anxiety.

Irusan then unfolded the incident thus:-
“You know, the betrothal was celebrated

For the wedding of Ponmudi and Poongothai.
They were exchanging hearty kisses

Under a Punnai tree that night

Asiftasting a dainty dish.

Suddenly emerging there, my master tied him

To a tree and lashed! Then called me.

When untied, he ran fast bearing the pain!”
On hearing this shocking news,

Ponnan rushed towards Mana Naicken
For unfolding the entire incident to him!
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THE AGONY OF THE PARENTS

Making his curved moustache trim, Mana Naicken
Came home about an hour after sun set.

Mentioning his wife’s name “Annam” aloud, he called her.
Coming towards him she asked, “What’s the matter?”

“Our son seems to have lost his mental balance!
[ don’t know what to do. Simply he sits

In the shop without doing anything.
Seems, two weeks have passed since

He made any transaction or wrote accounts.
Horrible!” Saying thus, he took his seat.

Ponnan came towards him at that juncture
And called his master in a trembling voice.

Ponmudi’s going over to the house of Poongothai,
And the incident of his having been tied and tortured

He told in detail! Annam wept and wailed.
“You may go”’, Mana Naicken said to him
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And with unbearable agony lamented thus.
“My son was given birth after some holy rituals!

Never did I ever reprimand him
And he was treated like the rare nectar!

Even when a person gets neatly dressed
Evil eyes are cast! That’s the way of the world!

‘Enjoy all the princely luxuries at home!

But, be polite and humble as you move with others!” —

Our son strictly adheres to this advice of mine.
Was such a boy tortured in the back yard?”

When Mana Naicken was wailing like this
The flower-gatherer came there with a grin —

An act of pouring oil in the burning flame!
Seeing him, Ponmudi’s father grew wild and cried,

“Begone! Don’t stand here!” “For those incidents
[ am in no way responsible! Isimply carried
Your son’s message! She asked me to hand over

Her letter to your son! [ did so! That was all!”

Replied the messenger! Mana Naicken asked
“What is the reward you have received?”

“Which fool blabbered to you that
Your son gave me ten sovereigns

And that girl presented a necklace of pearls?
Summon that idiot at once here!
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(13)
FLOWER-GATHERER’S BLABBER

When Ponmudi was proceeding
To his house from the shop,

He met the flower-gatherer
On his way. “Where have you been

All alone?”” Ponmudi asked.
The flower-gatherer replied thus:

“See, your father and myself
Didn’t talk about anything
“Be it your close affinity
Towards that girl,

Or the fact of yourself having been
Tied to a Punnai tree and tortured;

Ore’en your act of negligence
Towards the shop and the business —

Nothing has reached your father’s ears!
Nor does he lament for them!
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“There is no proposal
To send you abroad tomorrow!

Look, he didn’t enquire me
Anything about the beard episode!”

Doubt increased in the mind
Of Ponmudi who despised

The utterances of that flower-gatherer
A foolish tale-bearer!
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THEIR SEPARATION - MOST
UNEXPECTED

As the oxen carrying commodities went ahead
A number of pearl merchants set out towards the north.

Endowed with an extremely handsome appearance
Ponmudi was in deep love towards Poongothai.

Along with those merchants, he too went
With trembling feet and boiling heart!

The group of merchants entered the Magara Street
Where that damsel of moon-like face dwelt.
Men and women dwelling in those streets

Hailed those merchants bound for the north.

“All of you should come back without any ordeal!”
Thus they blessed them! Meanwhile

Ponmudi saw a dazzling light in the upstairs!
Distressed he stood amidst the flood of tears!

That depressed damsel’s face he gazed
And her eyes pleaded for her loving farewell.
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She didn’t expect the least that he would
Go to the north, a realm of the Demon of Death!

She was rudely shocked! When she saw him
Along with those merchants dealing in pearls

She trembled, shed profuse sweat and was perturbed!
Pressing her tender palms against her heart she averted

Its explosion! Battered her head and shed

Tears of blood that trickled down from her wounded heart!
Did she respond him through her frightened eyes?

Or through her profuse tears? Was it through

Her rude shock or through her flaming mind?
Again and again repeatedly he glanced

At the ripe and succulent fruit upstairs
And went off from there with great reluctance!

She fell, rose again, wept and wailed.
“0, Darling! My life! Have you gone?” she cried
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(15)
THE DAMSEL LAMENTS

““Here he is! Hence at any time
He might come!” — Saying thus

I’ve been consoling myselfall along
And preserving my life with that fond hope!

Now, he’s not here! Not e’en anywhere nearby!
Gone to Delhi where the sun burns too hot!

At least six long months are needed
To go there! Would I be alive so long?
“Like a withered flower, like a sparrow on the bush

Like a parrot that perched on the palm leaves

Suddenly flies tossing them, my sweet life
Would depart any moment, it is sure!

Let me decide to set out to the north
Following my handsome darling, the source

Of my happiness and thus preserve my life!
O, my lord! Have you gone?” — she wailed.
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(135)
THE DAMSEL LAMENTS

“‘Here he is! Hence at any time
He might come!” — Saying thus

I’ve been consoling myselfall along
And preserving my life with that fond hope!

Now, he’s not here! Not e’en anywhere nearby!
Gone to Delhi where the sun burns too hot!

At least six long months are needed
To go there! Would I be alive so long?
“Like a withered flower, like a sparrow on the bush

Like a parrot that perched on the palm leaves

Suddenly flies tossing them, my sweet life
Would depart any moment, it is sure!

Let me decide to set out to the north
Following my handsome darling, the source

Of my happiness and thus preserve my life!
O, my lord! Have you gone?” —she wailed.
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The new-born fawn of a dove would falter —
Then fell down and rise — stand up and fall again!

That lotus-like Poongothai behaved likewise!
As she was tired, she left the terrace,

Entered her room and began to rest on the mat
Spread there! Coming to the verandah nearby

Her parents began to blabber so many words
Like the dogs that bark and the donkeys that bray!

“That boy has gone to the north! So young in age!
A characterless fellow! Good for nothing!

Can he, by foot, cross such a long distance?
I don’t think so!” — categorically asserted

Her mother Vanjivadivu with delight!
With a scornful smile Marai Naicken said,

“Take it from me! Journey to the north
Is just an entry to the jaws of death!”
As if molten lead was poured into her ears

These harsh words made her shed tears

Like the drops of toddy from the coconut spathes
And she restlessly rolled on the bed like a shark

In the ocean! She could find no other way
To contain the pricking woods of her parents!

Hence she came to an unavoidable decision
Of going towards her darling!
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O, WHEN?

“Day and night, more than two thousand hours
Have gone without any useful development.

Sleepless I remain! Ninety days have passed!
When can I sleep? When can I meet my man?

On seeing me, he used to lovingly hug
Offer soothing words and assuage my feelings!

When can I reach the abode of his compassion?
When can find an end to my agony?

When can I enjoy the benevolence of his love,
Hover around his gem-like shoulders like a bee

And taste the feast of his alluring eyes
Crimson lips and scintillating smiles?
What shall I do to embrace my darling
And enjoy his company today itself?

I was ready to accompany the merchants!
But why none has commenced his journey?”” —
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Thus she wept and wailed and reached
The backyard that night! Scornfully saw

That Punnai tree! Unbearable was her grief!
Ran towards it and embraced! With tears

Flooding from her eyes and with drooping tresses
She said, “That day my father yelled like an owl!

Then tied my darling to this Punnai tree
And tortured! That too was a dead night like this!

His robust body which thrills at every touch,
Kindles joyous thoughts aftermath!

That body was tied to you, O, Punnai tree!
Hence we both sail in the same boat!

My parents are our foes! Have we to wail for ever?
Is agony our daily bread? Can we live for hundred years?

Why should the death also forsake us?
I know not what to do hence?”
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THEIR BELOVED DAUGHTER

Her body seemed to have been buried
In that Punnai tree! Her thoughts so sweet

As that of a sugar-cane juice,
Swiftly flew and merged with her lord!

Since meanwhile an ox had gone out
Stealthily from the tethering yard,

Ponnan traced it and brought it back —
Then tied to the Punnnai tree.

As he approached the tree with the rope
He could feel the body of a person

Which he hadn’t touched ever before!
Suddenly he rushed from there

And called Marai Naicken, his master!
As he hastily rushed there

He saw his peacock-like daughter
Hanging there on the tree like a log!
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“O, my child!” he cried! Then
Called his wife aloud and told “Lo!

You’ve lost your daughter once for all!™
His wife Vanjivadivu too

Genuflected and wept —

Then touched her from head to foot

With throbbing heart to ascertain
Whether she was alive or not!

Her father and mother shed tears
Like waterfalls and wailed,

“Q, our beloved child!
O, our heart and soul!

O, the most precious lantern,
The beacon light of our life!™

They removed her from the tree
As if chiseling the bark out of it!
The girl was then laid

In the verandah! Her face

And closed eyes, they were looking
With high-mounted tension!

To their delight, they found
Some brightness in her face!

Her lips began to quiver —
Eye-lids began to flutter!
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