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Opening her eyes, she said, “Darling!”
And heaved a sigh! With tears

Rolling down on her cheeks, she looked
At her parents and then downwards!

The hitherto embracing parents
Got out of that place,

Murmuring something as usual
And then fell asleep.
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(18)
THE PARROT HAS FLOWN

Even before it was dawn, some merchants
Moved in the street driving the oxen

Loaded with commodities! The sound
Of their movement fell on her ears.

She suddenly got up with determination,
Took with her some money and garments

And followed them covering her head,
So that none could identify her.
Her guise was so perfect that none

Of the pearl merchants could identify her!

She walked fast with all stubbornness!
After having crossed five Kadams

She narrated her entire history
To those merchants who accompanied,

Without suppressing anything!
They all sympathized with her!

N.B.:- One Kadam is around sixteen kilometers.
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MERCHANTS BOUND FOR THE NORTH

As the moon was shinning bright
The journey of the merchants continued

E’en during the night! The mind
Of one among them was fixed

At the psittacine voice of the damsel
Who was dwelling in Magara Street!

As he went along with his associates
He became pale and emaciated.
As he saw the full moon, he was reminded

Of the lustrous face of his lady love!

In the soothing chillness of the mist
The warmth of her body, she felt!

Even in the dulcet notes
Of the sky lark flying high,

He could hear the lyric-like voice
Of Poongothai, his sweet heart!
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Carrying some cart loads of pearls
The oxen got tired on the way!

The merchants also were much tired
As they crossed such a long distance!

As if suffering from an endless disease
Ponmudi was haunted by ceaseless thoughts

About her! Yet they gave him the pep
To endure the hardship of the journey!

When the merchants were ata distance
Of thirty Kadams south of Delhi,

They halted in a dense forest
Of saint Mahodaya on the way!

Deciding to rest a while there,
They relieved their oxen from the burden

By unloading the baggages
And began to prepare their food.

They swiftly arranged ovens
Prepared leaf made utensils and spoons

And cooked food of their choice.
But Ponmudi kept aloof from them!

All the while he was thinking of Poongothai
Whose eyes resembled the tender mangoes

And walked towards the bank
Of a tank situated nearby.
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Five old men of Aryan race,
All having beard on their faces

Decided to perform a yaga
And came towards those merchants.

In a chorus all of them told,
*“0, the cultured Tamils, hailing,

From the hoary Tamil land!
Please pay heed to our words

1'”

Those affluent merchants who hailed
From the south heard their voice

And quickly assembled there
To clearly make out those words.

“0, the endearing men of the south!
We request from you some donations

To meet the expenses of a penance!
Show us your benevolence please!”

As they uttered these words
The merchants of Tamil Nad

Put their heads together
And sent word to Ponmudi.

Arriving there, he enquired,
As to what had transpired;

Those belonging to the Aryan race
Again began to speak in one voice:
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“The sceptre of the king will last for ever!
The Principles of Manu Dharma also will last!

Dharma would flourish everywhere
If we follow the path of Vedas four!

Distress would be gone once for all!
Rainfall would be there without fail!

Everything would certainly befall
As aresult of the yoga we perform!

“O, the traders of pretty pearls,
We humbly beseech you all!

Are you not known for your munificence?
Hope you won’t refuse to give funds!

Even the saints who’ve renounced everything
Can’t achieve anything in the world,

If they don’t have sufficient funds!”
On hearing these words,

Ponmudi politely replied thus:
“Q, the scholars of eminence!

We’re the Tamils hailing from the south —
Vegetarians wedded to non-violence!

We don’t agree with the act of penance
Performed by sacrificing some lives!

Can you expect funds from us?
Hence, begone, from here, please!”
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As the youth replied so
All the affluent traders gathered there

Expressed their agreement
With the decision of Ponmudi.

Exhibiting defiance through their uplifted shoulders
And indicating through their index fingers,

They said, “O, good-for-nothings! For yaga
We won’t give even a paltry sum.”

Their arms began to tremble and eyes
Grew red out of the fire of ire

That pervaded their hearts, blood and veins!
“Lo! These persons hailing from the south

Are numerically large! Their limbs
Are strong and sturdy as those of lions!

After all, we’re only five in number!”
Thinking thus they suppressed their anger!
Deciding to wreak vengeance upon them
They cleverly hid their feelings

And also their future schemes!
Uttering some cordial words, they said,

“Though you refused to give us funds,
There is no ill-feeling in our minds!” -

Expressing such sugar-coated words
They went away, even blessing them.
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(20)
THE TRADERS ON THEIR WAY HOME...

On their way home after finishing their sales,
With baggages and sale proceeds

They halted at the forest of Mahodaya Saint
And took some refreshments.

The persons who asked for funds
On their way to Delhi, saw them there.

Like the sharp arrows dipped in deadly poison
Their large eyes darted at those Tamils!

Turning their vengeful faces aside, they pretended
As if having not noticed those Tamils.

Their intentions, the Tamils began to suspect!
“Seems there is an imminent danger

To our lives and property” —
A prudent person among them warned thus.

As the merchants began to move from there
Those unscrupulous Aryans surrounded to kill them!




aETUTING (PSS

sl ueofles semevser miibgeot!
suL_eufflh Heomid womikbg Cumueri!
sULSw Andleo sblpr, euctgSleo
UM eTeT Syl eerles

Slesrym s fAuyd eudlwimin
Qunespig. Cuin® Cumie Ceimbg s,
Geomwmgw gmellaser mGs
wrmur_® wergCsr® Hem),
“eneudsidb ULlSs wrumell sLiSlesmeo!
mLIS6S) CUETTSS6T LIS LONSGEF
ClFsveVIeUNENT SiHSSH SWELETT; SEUENETE
QSTEOEYILD CUETTTENITLD Fn I SIS 660!
Sl emeuiGumbd eumeSit!
Besfliflev sondint”* eremmmy CunesnCr.



THAT KISS - MOST UNEXPECTED 107

A number of the heads of Tamils rolled on the ground —
Some of the northerners also lost their lives!

Through the byepass road behind the forest
Some of the Tamils escaped from them

And reached a pretty village nearby
Along with the youth Ponmudi.

After committing the heinous crime of burglery
The saffron-clads standing there said,

“That sinner who scorned orthodoxy has escaped!
Perhaps that scoundrel might have gone

To the Paithali forest! Letus go!
Let us dispatch Jayanthan with instructions

To kill him! Tarry not a bit!”
All of them hurried at once!
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(21)
THE LIVELY KISS

Ponmudi and others came from the north —
Poongothai and others went from the south!

Both these groups approached each other —
Dense bushes and giant-size trees were there!

It was simply a foot path! The damsel
Noticed four or five oxen and some Tamils

Coming towards them from the north!
The traders also found them at a distance!

Ponmudi also noticed a group coming towards them.
Thought at first that might be those criminals

Who committed the offences of looting and murder!
But realized they were Tamils fostering truth!

Then he quickened his steps! The tired damsel
Got a new spirit and leapt over him!

“What a wonder! What a wonder!” — with these words
He looked at her with piercing eyes!
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“Surely, it is he!” — declared that damsel
“True” she said again with delight! Tightly tied

Her garments around her waist! Laughed aloud!
Clapped her hands! Danced! Ran here and there!

“My pretty peacock here! What a wonder!
The bird has come flying all the way”

Tightening his dress, he ran towards her!
“Darling” she echoed and rushed towards him!
When those faces were very close to each other

Suddenly a dagger landed on them

From behind a tree! She embraced his face
And received from him a flash-like kiss!

His face alone she could find —not his trunk!
With his head on her hands, she fell on the ground!

For the honour of Tamils, he died! As a result
The swan of the south followed suit!

THE END
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THAT KISS MOST UNEXPECTED
PART - i
(22)

Affluent and offering his blessings to people,
Santha Gurumurthy, Masilamani Desikanar,

The pontiff of Dharmapuram was then on his seat!
Mana Naickar a strightforward person

And Marai Naickar, rich and popular, fell at his feet
And narrated the tragic tale of their offsprings!

The pontiftreplied, “It is the will of God!
We know that! You need not get upset!

He who knew that Lord Shiva is the embodiment
Oflove explained that Yaga was a brutal act!

Perhaps they were much perturbed at that
And killed him! Evil indeed deep-noted in their hearts!

Shiva sect of Lord Shiva alone can offer redemption
To those at the North! Please realise this, O my men!

Poongothai and Ponmudi shed their lives there!
By this they’ve just seeded the virtue of the South!
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Also arranged to eradicate the evil from them!
Mind you all these are God’s will!

Though northerners have done a devilish act
Avenging them is against the Shaivite tenet!

It’s below our dignity! Let’s develop Shaivism there
It will be an end of homicide so widely prevalent!

Qur Lord, we know, commanded the Lord of Death!
Hail to the benevolence of our Lord!

Considering me as his mentor, Kumarakuruparan
Has come to me this day!”
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(23)
DIVINE GRACE TO KUMARAKURUPARAN

In Kailasapuram, a remote village,
Poet Shanmuga Kavirayar
And his charming spouse Sivakami
Gave birth to adumb child!
Thus Kumarakuruparan was born
As alaughing stock of men around him!
Grieved parents went to Tiruchendur
And prayed for the grace of Lord Muruga!

“If within forty days you don’t grace us
With the relief prayed for,
Here we shall shed our lives!”
Thus when they were waiting there,
Lord Muruga went to their house!
Kumarakuruparan was fast asleep
And the Lord scribbled the six-lettered mantra
Over the child’s dumb tongue!
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AN ENCHANTING POEM OF THE
DUMB CHILD

He woke up his parents addressing them
As “O Father! O Mother!”
Narrated in detail everything that had
Taken place! “Asifa widow
Wailing endlessly for her solitude in life,
Suddenly gets back her husband
We’re now in mirthful mood due to
The grace of Lord Muruga!” — the parents felt!

Their son Kumarakuruparan
Went to Tiruchendur
The abode of Lord Muruga,
Had his darshan
And sang Kali Venba on the Lord
And it was just like a fruit juice!
All the people of that village
Swam in the ocean of that miracle!



120 eliunmng (psSst

(25)

SHTANSHHMDAN [HTIRF AFSTDTST

EBNEED G HEer Birlg.

BH&S Glumieu Glgestm)
sresflenents Cogen sHms

smuiuned efewL_ujd CasLL_mest
Spemelup Comieu BB

Sjeungur ymml& ClgssTmmer,
aneublpsd Gurmhs, iy

sedlolwenb w9l CuirGL.

Westn_& wibioedr LSeTenens
sblpun_ elenrhg, SwL
Fnevienss @GN QLO&SS
SIBlpeveTT LogIenTT Mg L1
Gunesmigen: Gum@b Cuing
S\(HLOEM6V HMLISS LOGTTEBTENT
Spsmeuolaneser ClL_glfled eunbCs
@&muren jiquiled eSpHSNeDT.



THATKISS - MOST UNEXPECTED

IN SEARCH OF HIS MENTOR

Kumarakuruparan wanted to seek a mentor
And lead the life of asceticism!
His intention he unfolded to his father
And mother and sought their approval!
The parents were highly grieved! Yet
He consoled them and took leave.
He took his younger brother Kumara Kavi
Along with him as his campanion!

He wanted to compose the verse
Meenakshi Ammai Pillai Tamil!
His brother was assigned the job of taking notes
While he dictated. They set out
To Madurai with such a design!
On their way, King Thirumalai Naickar
Rode on an elephant and on seeing Kurupran
Fell at the feet of that poet!
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ELEPHANT RIDE

“Taking even this simple soul into consideration
Divine Lady Angayarkanni

Appeared in my dream and broke the news
Of your arrival to Madurai!

Also she told me of your latest Tamil literature!
Hence I hastened to meet you!

Please be mounted on this royal elephant

Along with your poem,” the king pleaded.

For conducting the ritual of Arangetram

Of Kumarakuruparan’s divine poetry
The king made all the necessary arrangements,

Leaving no stone unturned! The celestials
Were very eager to enjoy

The tasty wine of chaste Tamil!
Gandharvas were standing steady

Operating their musical instruments!
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THE DIVINE LADY

IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL.

On one side, the king was seated!
Scholars on the other! Those

Raising doubts and artists on another side!
The lovers of Tamil were seated

On yet another side! Kumarakuruparan
Was seated on the throne!

A delicious feast of Tamil, that poet served
To the eagerly awaiting persons!

At that juncture in the Assembly Hall

The daughter of the priest emerged!
She was like a Chinese doll

That got out of a broken shell!
With the ringing sound of her anklets

She ran there in haste! The king
Caught hold of her and made her sit

On his lap! Eager he was to enjoy the poetry!
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DIVINE POETRY

Kumarakuruparan narrated his poems
And offered his explanations!
Made all the members of the Assembly
Including the celestials approve of them!
Then he began to narrate another
Honey-like poem, which never had
Any parallel in the annals of the world!
Let us now recite it!

“O the theme of the garlands of devotional songs
Composed by ancient bards! O the delicious taste
Of the honey-like literature of chaste Tamil!
O the lantern that is lit in the heart
Of the earnest devotees who’ve uprooted the tuber
Of arrogance! O the tender doe
That gleefully plays in the high peak
Of the Himalayan Mount!

“O the live portrait so charmingly painted
In the mind of the Lord
Transcending the earth which is clad
In the oceans of charging tides!
O the tender creeper with dense tresses
Where beetles hover around! Come on!
O the worthy soul, the offspring of Malayathuvasan!
Come on! Come here please!”
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THE DIVINE LADY DISAPPEARS

. Thus Kuruparan narrated the piece of his poem!
The young girl listening to it with rapt attention,
Expressed her appreciation without reservation!
This she did by nodding her head also!
“Once more!” she eagerly pleaded for!
So Kuruparan repeated his recital
For the benefit of the assembly also! It was just like
Crushing juice out of the succulent fruit, Tamil!

The holy girl who stood in the hall as the theme
Of'the psalm recited, came there
Like a parrot caged in the hearts
And spoke in an enchanting voice!
Since the words written in palm leaves entered
Into the hearts and disappeared
That divine girl also vanished
And no longer was seen there!
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KING’S PRESENTS

After the Arangetram of this famous piece was over,
The king presented the poet,
Some horses, elephants, a palanquin
And also some gold bars and other offerings!
The king also expressed his regards through folded hands!
This devotional literature, another piece on virtue
And all his literary pieces, the bard gave the king
And after a brief stay, set out from there!

His younger brother he sent back home
Then he paid a visit to Tiruchirapalli
And then Thiruvannaikoil an alluring site!
He went to Tiruvarur afterwards
And there he composed a literary piece,
Nan Mani Malai,
After that when Kuruparan reached us
We put the following riddle to him.

“Great senses five merged in the eyes;

Measureless antah-karanas four merged in the chinta;

The three gunas were now but pure satwa;
Thus bloomed Sundarar in peerless joy,
Poised in the bliss of the non-pareil dance divine
Enacted in the blissful and aeviternal ether
Of him whose matted hair sports the crescent”
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“We asked Kuruparan to offer his explanation
To the verse narrated above.
Grieved he was like a munificent person
Being penniless at that moment!
His entire body was shaking
And he offered to surrender,
We told him to go then and come back with an answer!
He went over to Chidambaram!

“Exactly today is the date that is fixed
For Kuruparan’s arrival

If you can wait here for some more time
You can perhaps meet him!”-

Desikar of Chidambaram clearly explained
To both the Naickans.

On hearing this information, both of them
Waited eagerly for his arrival!
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KURUPARAN’S RETURN AFTER HIS
VISIT TO CHIDAMBARAM

On his way he reached Velur and composed
A PillaiTamil on Muthukumaran
Of'that village. Then, Pennmalai
And Mummani Kovai he composed
And got the approval of the scholars there!
Chidambaran Seyyul Kovai and
Erattai Malai on the divine lady were composed thereafter
By him, a spotless person!

Kuruparan composed Pandaara
Mummani Kovai first and then
A number of pieces with the blessings
Of his guide and philosopher.
When all the presentations received by him
He placed at the feet of his mentor
And offered his respects with folded hands
The mentor advised him thus:-

“O my disciple! Kindly hear this!
Taking all these precious articles,
Better you proceed to North India
And give them away to the needy
In the name of Shaivism! Those people are
Non-vegetaraians! Won’t hesitate to cause harm
To any being! If they embrace Shaivism
They would lead a life of love!
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“Go there and establish a number of
Shaivite monasteries! Construct temples!
Also establish choultries in the name of Lord Shiva
And make arrangements to feed the needy!
Construct a number of ponds and establish
Numerous parks of flower-bearing trees!
Become confidant to the rulers there;
Be in their good books and come back!”

Thus Desikanar offered his advice,
Offered his blessings
And guided him to become an ascetic!
He also offered him the saffron attire and told
“From now on let the northerners embrace
The sacred sect of Shaivism
And follow the path of virtue
Like that of the Tamil Nad of the South!”

Marai Naickan and Mana Naickan
Waited there dumbfounded!
By touching the feet of Desikan
Kuruparan offered him his homage
Recited some psalms on Lord Shiva
And commenced his journey!
A number of articles intended for presentation
He took along with him!
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THE REACTION OF THE NAICKANS

Desikar narrated the history —
Both the Naikans listened to him.
They saw him offering blessings!
Then they saw Kuruparan
Appear before Desikar and offer
His earnest regards!
The words of Desikar uttered with affection
They listened to keenly!

For the commencement of his journey to the North,
They stood as witnesses!
They also saw the numerous persons
Who gave farewell to Kuruparan!
Then, they wanted to continue their daily work
And so with folded hands
Sought his permission to take leave!
Desikar gave permission! Yet

With unbearable agony in their minds
Naickans took leave shedding tears!
They felt that their painted portraits
Got smeared and damaged!
“The banyan tree of our faultless families
Stand today uprooted
Along with their props!” they wailed
With a grief-laden heart!

FootNote:- This verse is from Peria Puranam written by Sekkizhar.
Mr. T.N. Ramachandran of Thanjavur has translated it into
English. His translation is adopted here.

THEEND



