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The Bubbles on the Sea

Seehe 7

The house of Min noli in the village.
Mid-night.
Min noli, her aged father, Alakan,
Vaiyattiral.

s mother stays in the palace.

dear father! Will you please sing

3ong in chaste Tamil?” requested Min noli.

el be_iore he commenced singing, Alakan arrived there.

old man full of love!

u please go at once to the grove

d fetch here four or five mango fruit

or the use of our prince?

iyattiral’s mouth profusely waters for them!” said Alakan.

1e old man hurried to the garden
ma

e will arrive here in no time riding on his horse” said Alakan.
should you come on foot?

1y should the prince alone ride on a horse?

Jon't your tender legs ache?

Joes it mean the prince’s legs alone are tender?”

Thus asking, Min noli showered her affection on Alakan.

He went aside.

She was waiting for her lover her face shining

like the full moon!

Vaiyattiral arrived as expected. u

e vine-like doe welcomed him.
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The Bubbles on the Sea

e offered him a small mat

oven of palmyra blades.

th her anklets tinkling sweet,

before him, thus presenting to him her sweetest form.

ke your seat!” said the prince

ith his words soaked in love.

g aside a little, she planted her hands on the floor and sat
olding her soft thighs, the while setting right her upper cloth.

Minnoli! Did you enjoy feast in your house?” asked Vaiyattiral.
The charming girl said, “Did you delight

'he poor with that rich feast?

How did you alone take part in that feast?

\ll the people of this village took only gruel.

But those who were born with the right

To enjoy every bliss on earth

Swallowed to their fill the richest food!”

‘Spoke Min noli with her wilted face.

“l will do away with this painful state of affairs,

Dividing men into two classes, the Rulers and the Ruled!”
Vowed the prince. '

- Atthat moment the old man arrived there with mango fruit.
“Sweetest mango fruit! Well-chosen!

| have brought to you more than ten of them!” said the old man.
Vaiyattiral rode on his horse with the fruit.

“| take your leave!” said Alakan.

The tender girl asked him with compassion,

“Are you going on foot?”

“It is not new in my case!”

With these words he fled away

With lightning speed!

L3
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The Bubbles on the Sea

Scane

: Palace
: Morning

: The minister of Perunatu, Pulittiral.

ng was on his throne.

fore him sat the minister of Perunatu

spoke thus :

ur highness the king of Tiralnatu!

purpose of my visit is this.

ur king has a daughter - only daughter,

er name Peruntiru who is a paragon of beauty.
ur son attaining her as his spouse

‘akin to the expansive heavens attaining the moon!”
alliance will, help you

1 destroying all your foes!

y this alliance your country

s well as Perunatu will make

Strides in every field! May | know your mind?”

'he king spoke :

“Extremely happy minister!

Your idea is indeed lofty!

:':ﬁ_' is will help to solve many a problem!
';.. is alliance will make

All the eight directions shake in fear!
Itis true in all respects!
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The Bubbles on the Sea

Your present idea is very timely.

Itis akin to offering water when

One suffers from hiccup!

“Please tell this to your prince

:Tlhe most convincing way

30 that he consents to wed our princess.
_-se let me know the results by tomorrow”.
- the minister.

| will do this today itself.

% "'ill know my son’s mind also

ind let you know tomorrow” said the king.
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The Bubbles on the Sea

Seene 9
Place : The woman's chamber in the palace.
Time ! Morning.
Characters : Pulittiral, The Queen.

The maids were sent out.

The king and the queen sat logether on a cot.
The queen could find some change

On her husband’s face. She was anxious

To know the cause for it.

The king began to speak :

“My dear! The minister of Perunatu

Has brought a good news.

The king of Perunatu wishes to make our son
His son-in-law. What is your opinion?

Is it not my duty to consult you too?

Is it not a fact that by this kinship

With our neighbour, our troubles will be kept at the minimum?
One of fruit-like ruddy lips!

Let me know your mind!”

The queen replied :

“Don’t you, my dear, think it is wrong

To take a bride from a stranger

When | have a brother with a daughter

Of marriageable age?

| don’t think it is wise on our part

To weep for ghee when we have butter with us.

Itis quite funny!”
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The Bubbles on the Sea

ueen felt sad while saying so.

s advise our son

cide his choice

een the two girls

hen proceed on his opinion.

our son to come here at once”

the king.

s going round the capital

lis chariot.” said the queen.

_ | order to fetch him here at once!” said the ruler.
used to visit the pure borders

country quite often to enjoy the sights there.
us consult him after his return” said the queen.
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Scene 10

A lonely chamber in the palace.
Morning

Characters : The queen, Vaiyattiral, the king.

queen called her son and said,

My dear son! Your father searched for you
;consult you on your wedding.

1@Il:l him you were out of station.

As | see you first, | wish to know

Your opinion. Your father has planned

[0 fix Peruntiru for you.

She is the beloved daughter of the king of Perunatu.

Is not my brother’s daughter

A suitable choice for you?

s she deficient in charm?

Is she in any way deficient in her love for you?
She is an embodiment of many a good quality!
Tell your father that she is your choice!”
istening to his mother,

he prince replied :

after delving deep into all the sixty four arts!
dow can | lead family life

With a girl at this tender age

)i total ignorance? | do not know

t is right and what is wrong now.

should first acquire the skills

geded for a ruler! Please train me

Mother dear! | think that | should think of my wedding

The Bubbles on the Sea
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The Bubbles on the Sea

he art of ruling the land.
is will help me face boldly
y foes who are ever poised

o Spring upon Us.

Listening to his words

“The queen did not utter a word.
‘She kept silent. At that time

' The king came there.

““Who among the two girls is yo
" He asked his son.

His queen replied, “Our boy's choice

|s the enjoyment of arts and nothing else!”
s son’s decision and left!

ur choice?”

Pulittigal endorsed hi

%
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The Bubbles on the Sea
Seene 11

: Palace
: The next morning.

haracters : Pulittiral, Piccan

an, the minister waited in a lonely place

In the palace to meet the king.

Pulittiral, like the rising sun appeared there.

’iccan, shaking like a sparrow of the rainy season,
Greeted him;

e greeted the king and sat before him

only after the king had taken his seat.

The king said

“My son has given his heart

To a different lass of exemplary charm!”

The minister asked with all concern,

“‘Who may the lass be?”

As the king spoke out the truth

' The minister stood up and said,

“The words of your son are not true.

He is not against marriage.

It is true that he has developed love for a girl.
He has uttered lie to avoid

The wedding with the beauteous daughter
Of the king of pure Perunatu.

Itis indeed a lie

That his heart is with arts!

| could notice on his face

" The traces of love-sickness! | 69
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The Bubbles on the Sea

revail upon him

ng the advantages of this proposal!”
's words are true.

d not doubt his words.

attempt to convince him

ver bear fruit!” said the king.

ould have even thought

tatus would improve

son wedded the daughter

ayan, he being our foe;

 allow your mind

nder about!

iccept our princess!” said the minister.
ny son learn the arts” said Pulittiral!
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The Bubbles on the Sea

Seene 12
Place : Fields of Tiralnatu
Time : Morning
- Characters : Cemmarittiral and: formers in black
' dress.

e tillers sang aloud

The melodies of ancient Tamil,

‘Their legs immersed in knee-deep mire,

‘Their left hands holding

The handles of ploughs and their right

~hands holding the raised staves!

The eyes of Cemmarittiral who came there

‘Rushed toward the labouring farmers

Whereas his mind was steeped into the nature of the sea-girt
world.

Cemmarittiral began to sing

Addressing the hearts of the farmers’

Whose entire life is given to labour!

The song

O world! Have you created
a section of men deemed to be rulers?

Have you ever begotten the majority of men
To suffer the state of perpetual serfdom?

, 3
To cause them reflect on their plight.
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The Bubbles on the Sea

u O world, ever beget
: with sword in their hands?
L bear the majority with stain?
vho begot men who labour round the clock!
jou the same mother
ore the streacherous men too?

e if you had borne
ion as high

another as low
marks of their respective status in their blood and skin!”

 there a class only to toil and moil?
 there another class

pecially blessed to enjoy the joys of life?”
topping their work, the tillers

these questions to themselves?
(Cemmarittiral goes)
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The Bubbles on the Sea

Secene 138

: The garden in front of Min noli's
house
: After meal in the night

2rs : Alakan, Min noli, Vaiyattiral, old man.

oid man approached the fruit-garden

hen Alakan and Min noli sat together

nd enjoyed the dishes sent by the prince.

hey mutually insisted to taste the things

nd they ate them reserving a portion

their loving father when the prince appeared there.

They insisted me to accept the hand

)f the daughter of the king of Perunatu.

In fact | don’t wish to wed

The daughter of any king!

Of any country!

‘Here in this Tirunatu itself is a girl

Who nurtures hatred for riches!

I have already fixed my heart on her.”

Said |. My parents also gave their consent.
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The Bubbles on the Sea

passed on this wish of mine
an the minister of Perunatu
was there. He left our palace
1 hot sighs. How do you enjoy
‘amusement?”

prince asked Min noli!

/ | know who the lass in this country is,

whom you have lost yourself?”
ked Min noli. “She is Muttamil!™ replied the prince.

"'-girl heard his words and stood wondering.
he rare talent to speak in so sweet a manner
5 inherent only in the nature of the opulent few!
peaking in a wonderful language

_;'. pssible only for the kings!

he poor are not educated,

Nor they have the chance to learn!

Poor gruel alone keeps them alive!

They live and sleep under thatched roof!

They ever wallow in wretched labour.

‘As such, how can they speak in civilised manner?
| yearn for the day when those fallen folk

Will be freed of their woeful state?”

- Thus grieved the lass.

“Minnoli! | came here eagerly to have a joyful chat with you.
But contrary to my wishes you have made me unhappy

With your painful words!
- Having in your mind those who are selfish

* He suggests that Min noli is as sweet as the Tamil language with its| 19

three components namely 1) literature 2) music 3) dance & drama.
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The Bubbles on the Sea

o due to your worries

he woeful state of the poor
d fault with me!

jite unnecessary!

sent all the dishes you wished for?
hey worth tasting?” he asked.

sted as much as | could.

1 shall all these things

e available to all the poor?” she asked.

 father brought some mango fruit

d the prince with faded face rode on his horse

:'_ the fruit. Before he started,
e girl warned, “The path is snake-infested!

avel with every care!”



