The Bubbles on the Sea

Scene 37

: The Palace

Time : Morning

Characters : The officials of the ruling class,
The king.

The men of ruling class of authority

Came to the king armed with swords and said :
‘The fourth class and the ruling class

Are like the banyan tree and its falling roots.

We all know it. Yet we have

Invited trouble by committing this blunder?”

‘O my dear and near! Let me narrate

To you the cause for the present state.

My son decided to choose as his life-mate

‘The daughter of Antal, the flower - vendor!” lamented the king.

The eyes of the gathered people turned fiery.
They were shocked and cried “Alas!”

The king continued, “Besides, my sister-in-law
Lost herself to Cemmarittiral.

'So | took her prisoner.

| tried to prevail upon time and again

The debased Cemmari!

But he paid no heed to my words.

| put him too behind the bar.

| decided to imprison even my son!

The officials as well as the servants are aware of these things.
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The Bubbles orthe Sea

They left the palace in groups.

They were bold enough to collect the town folk
And abuse the higher caste folk.

But the brahmins alone support me

nd do their service obediently.

emmarittiral lives with Pon ni

In the rear side of our palace.

‘|am told that my son is all set

To wed the servant maid.

There is no one to guard the prison.
All have become so strangely different!” lamented the monath.
The members of the royal families
Rose up swords in hands.

“We’ll kill and bury the evil doers!”
They vowed!

They left the palace shouting,

‘Long live castes!”

“Down with trouble-mongers!”

All reached the rear side of the palace.

But they could not find there

Cemmari and his wife.

“The evil souls have disappeared!” cried the crowd.
The king said, “They have gone to the town

To join the dog-like criminals to start trouble! Go there!’
The expert liars were shocked!

w
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The Bubbles on the Sea

Scene 32
ce : Atown in Tiralnatu
ime : Morning
Characters . The chief of the Spy-force, People.

he army of Perunatu mounted siege on Tiralnatu !”
The people thus raised alarm in every place.

The huge bell of the fecund town

Alarmed indicating of some danger.

The king summoned his army.

The Army-chief was agitated.

“Collect a chariot force!

Let the cavalry advance!

Let the elephant force march forward!

Mobilise the infantry!”

In spite of the chief’s commands,

The fourth class refused to obey.

The third ciass murmured in displeasure.

But two hundred men of the second class
Gathered with gloomy hearts!

The first class people

Filled their bellies to the brim

With the princely food of the palace

But said, ‘We won't approach the battle field’
And chanted, “Namé Narayana” and moved away.
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The Bubbles on the Sea

Secene 33
Place : The Bubbles on the sea
Time : Night
Characters : Vaiyattiral, Cemmarittiral, People.

The goodlly citizens gathered

To hear Vaiyattiral and Cemmarittiral
Who were to address them

To lead them on the right path.

Vaiyattiral got to the platform.

The town folk affectionately greeted him.

The one of unfading flower-like visage

Greeted the gathering and addressed thus :

“Hear me my good people of Tiralnatu!

Respected people!

Perunatu is poised to wage war against

Our country of great renown.

It has mobilized its huge forces.

The king of Perunatu has besiged our land

Causing great grief to us.

The King's crackers have little ammunition.

The sacred texts say that four classes of men

Were born from the different parts of Brahma.

My father had witnessed it."

The Brahmins are said to have sprung from Brahman’s face.
His shoulders gave birth to the race of Kings.

The merchants sprang from his hip and the majority of the people
Were born from his feet.

So proclaims the manual of Manu.

| 159
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The Bubbles on the Sea

ltis the scheme of the Aryan liars
ho came here seeking asylum.

hey hold that the prince loving a girl of your race is sinful.
For this reason, the king put me behind the bar.

The sister-in-law of my father, my beloved

Aunty captured the heart of Cemmarittiral, my uncle.
That too is deemed a criminal act

And so we three were imprisoned.

Honourable people!

You have known of these facts

And your self-respect has been wounded.

You have rightly refused to co-operate with the rulers.

All hail to you! All hail to you!

The King of this beautiful country

Kneeled before the warriors and begged them
To meet the forces of Perunatu.

To his disappointment they refused.

All hail to them! All hail to them!

There were only two classes left.

The king had his relatives with him.

The other is the caste that lives on charity!

The Brahmins who were born in the face of Lord Brahma
Tried to know with the help of Arunachalapuranam’
Whether they could secure the grace of the king of Perunatu
And live happily with their women and children
Employing the weapon of betrayal like Vibeeshanal?
They say that the sacred feet

1. A work in praise of Tiruvannamalai. I 161
2. The brother of Ravana. p
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The Bubbles on the Sea

Of that Lord is the only refuge!
This being the state of the higher classes

Cemmaiyar, the lover of carp-eyed Pon niyar,
And my uncle will tell you presently

The course of our action in future.

Listen to him carefully”. Thus concluded

The prince his prologue.

Now Cemmarittiral began his address as follows:
Finest gold-like people of Tiralnatu!

My greetings to you all.

You wish that we should drive out

Our enemy who has planned to besiege us!

Wait patiently. Let him come! Let him hoist his flag inside our fort!

Let them rejoice at their victory.

Do not hate them! Let the warriors simply play.

Let them celebrate their martial victory!

Let the warriors of Tiralnatu be

Aware of our strategy. Keep them well informed of our plan.
We shall meet the warriors of the invading Country individually.

Let us sow in their mind the seed of hatred.

Let us tell them of the attitude
Of the higher classes of our land toward all of us.

Other things we will inform them whenever possible!
Each class here will get united with its counter part from out side.
The alien ruling class will naturally

Get united with its counterpart here.

Finally, it is we who will
Belittle and bring under our control
The wielders of sceptre and wearers of threads!

(The meeting is over)

g | 163
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The Bubbles on the Sea

Scene 34
Place : Town of Tiralnatu
Time : Morning
Characters . King of Perunatu, Forces of Perunatu,

The people of Tiralnatu.

The white flag fluttered from the fortwall!

The forces of Perunatu marched into the streets.
The King of Perunatu marched intoTiralnatu,
Mounted on a shapely chariot

To be followed by the huge army.

At that time, the base-minded Brahmins

Who, only yesterday tasted the food of Pulittiral
Welcomed his enemy most ceremoniously

With garlands of fragrant blooms and pots full of sacred waters.’

They said, “Enough our sufferings under
The misrule of Pulittiral!

May you uphold the holy manual of Manu!
Hereafter, have an eye on our welfare!
Wear this garland! May you live long!”
They blessed him thus.

The King was immensely happy.

“Adhering to the path of dharma and not violating the dictates
Of the praiseworthy text of Manu,

We will uphold the welfare of the Brahmins!” promised the
monarch!

The fourfold army marched into the city
With shouts of victory, like the swarms of bees on the
honeycombs!

*  POrnokumpam presented to distinguished men when welcoming them.
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The Bubbles on the Sea

At the entrance of the lofty mansions,

The people stood their mind concealed.

Tiralnatu got the crescent flag of Perunatu .

The King of Perunatu and warriors reached the palace.
Pulittiral was taken prisoner.

The cowards who boast themselves

To have sprang from Brahma's shoulders
Also went to the prison.

The king deployed his men

To search for Vaiyattiral, whom he thought
Would be his son-in-law in future.

The king declared holiday for his warriors.

He pleased the Brahmins with a feast at the cost of the state.
He summoned the royal drummer

And ordered him to declare this message:

“With a view to chalk out programmes

For the development for Tiralnatu

~ And to conduct the betrothal for the wedding

Of Vayattiral with my daughter,

The people should gather in the palace tomorrow!
Declare this message

Through drum-beat!”

The valluvan’ with his elephant

Saluted the King and took leave!

w
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The Bubbles on the Sea

Seene 35
lace : The palace of Tiralnatu
e : Morning
haracters : Everybody.

e wide floor had a spread

Of soft silken mattress!

e four walls had been decorated

With fine drawings!

The thousand pillars in the hall

Displayed the artistic skill of the sculptors?
A golden cot was there

With a ceiling of embedded gems!

A golden statue stood at the entrance

As if to welcome the invitees!

A rear gate had been provided

For the exit of the distinguished guests!
Tender southerly pouerd into the hall
Through the windows on all the four sides!
Strings made of colourful coral,

Sapphire, ruby and lustrous pearls

Were seen everywhere!

Beautiful artistic objects were arranged at the bottom of walls.
Amidst all these pompous arrangements,
The king of Perunatu was seated on his throne,
Beneath the parasol richly decorated,

With all marks of his kingliness.
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The Bubbles on the Sea

Beside him was seated his minister.

The commander-in-chief of the army was there.
Drums rumbled at the main entrance!

The citizens, the warriors, Cemmarittiral,

And Vaiyattiral in disguise

Were present there, like fire coated with white ash!
Antal, her daughter and Pon ni were present!

At a distance remained Alakan concealing himself;
Fear reigned in his heart.

Many thousand people of ancient Tiralnatu

And a few hundred men from Perunatu

Were seated there mingling together.

The King addressed the gathering thus:

“Has vaiyattiral come?”
He repeatedly asked his men.
“No!” was the answer. Then he began to speak.

People of Tiralnatu! Hear me!
As Tiralnatu was planning to join hands with my enemy

To wage war against me,
| was constrained to mount siege on this country.

| have won and your King is now a captive.

| have hoisted my crescent flag!
| will now let you know the nature of administration

| wish to introduce in this country. y
One of my relatives with royal blood will be your king!

That king is bound to support me militarily.
In addition, he is expected to respect and protect the holy

Vedas of Brahmins.

L=
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The Bubbles on the Sea

Considering all these aspects,

| have determined to celebrate

The wedding of Vaiyattiral with my daughter.
| am happy to know that he is also willing.

So, only the prince of this country

Is going to be your future ruler.

If Vaiyattiral promises to wed my daughter today,

He will wed my daughter and wear the crown tomorrow.

If he is unable to be present here,
| will be pleased to accept
If people gathered here promise on his behalf”.

As the King concluded his address thus,

A hunch-backed dwarf, with moustache and beard
Appeared there; his body was shaking

And he was holding a staff.

He asked the king,

“Do you mean that one among your

Kin alone is qualified to rule the land?

Should the ruler be necessarily the son of a king?” At this,
“We welcome this question of you!” shouted the people.
“Our kin alone is well-suited to rule.

A ruler’'s son alone should succeed to the throne!”
Asserted the King.

“Why not one among us become a ruler?
Tell me!” posed the old man.
“The fourth Varna is not fit for rulership” said the king.
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The Bubbles on the Sea

*Down with caste system! Down with caste system!”
Roared the crowed.

“Do you expect our future King to support you in wars?
Should this famous land support you

If you wish to capture other lands?” posed the dwarf.

“Your question is quite logical!”applauded the crowed.
“Yes! Of course!” roared the king.

“Is it the duty of the Tamils to uphold the Vedas of the Brahmins?
Would it be a sin to oppose the authority of the Vedas?”
Asked the old man.

The King displayed his displeasure in his face.

He showed sign of anger!

“Let the false Vedas of the Brahmins go to ruin!” shouted the people.
“Vaiyattiral, had never wished to wed your daughter in the past.
Nor will he decide to wed her in the future too!

| declare this on behalf of the prince!”

Asserted the old man.

“Yes!Yes!” shouted the crowd.

With shrunken face, the king said,

“Old man! Is it a lie that the king had punished Vaiyattiral?”
“The king compelled his son to wed his brother-in-law’s daughter;
Vaiyattiral did not consent!

So he punished him!"replied the old man.

“Free Pulittiral and fetch him here?” ordered the king.
Pulittiral was brought to his presence.

“Tell me the true reason behind your imprisoning your son!”
Said the King.
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