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ELECTIVE COURSE  VI – ESTUARINE BIOLOGY 
 

Unit I 
 
Estuarine environment : Classification, characteristics – physical, chemical and 
biological.  
 
South Indian Estuaries : any three with their biota. 
 
Mangrove swamps : Classification and ecology – their role in fishery potential.  
 
Unit II 
 
Estuarine biota : Plankton – types – thier collection and identification. 
 
Fauna – types : Meiofauna, Macrofauna and Microfauna – Composition and 
characteristics.  
 
Estuarine benthos – their ecology and adaptations.  
 
Unit III 

 
Estuarine Biota : Nekton – fishes – food and feeding habits – growth, 
reproduction and larval cycle of fin fish, prawns, crabs and edible mollusks.  
 
Estuarine animals and their adaptations.  
 
Unit IV 
 
Estuarine fishery resources of South India – fin fish and shell fish – fishing 
methods – clarfs and greas.  
 
Unit V 
 
Estuarine farming : Construction and maitenance of  fish and prawn farms. 
Fish culture, Prawn culture, Oyster culture, Crab culture, Clam culture, 
Artemia culture.  
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